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g HE Authour of thit Book al» 
18 though he had never ſuffered 


b 
» 


T3. it to be publiſhed, bad he not 
1+ been aſſured that it is not ( for the 
f main) much liable to juſt exception,and 

1: although he hath no further rare of the 

$© peception and entertainment of it, then 

T'9the conſequence of it may deſerve 
$3 (whereof the Reader and not himſelf 

' 13 ®aruſt be the Judge.) And ſo be is not 

AT moved by the common paſſions of ſuch as 

Tnuſe to make Epiſtles and Prefaces, to 

A*eberr Readers, yet ſome thing although 

T4 but for cuſtome only he was willing 

| 170 premiſe, and to acquaint. the Reader 

1k.with thus much by way of  Apoloty. for 

T18 That this was' written divers years 

| nce without any purpoſe of ever, let « 

ting it go abroad, that the chief end of 
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To theReader. 


rational knowledge an account of the 
grounds of his own belief , and to that 
end, to lay in order his ſcattered no- 
tions concerning that ſubje@& 3 and this 
he intends as an Apology for the home- 
lineſſe of the ſtile. 

That at the ſame time when this was 
written, it was alſo delivered in a pri- 
vate conrſe of religions exerciſe and 
that will be the exiuſe for ſuch repeti- 
tions as might otherwiſe ſeem ill-fa' 
vonred in the ſeveral $eFions of it, 

That at the time of his compoſing it, 
he was deſtitute of the aſtiſtance of his 
Books, which is one cauſe that it is not 
adorn'd with Teſtimonies and citations 
out of Authours , but comes out naked, 
being ſupported only by the order and 
plainneſs of reaſon that it truſts to, 

That fince the compoſing of this, he 
knows that divers Books of the ſame 
Argument have been written by men 
farr more knowing then himſelf, but 
#h4at be hath not read any of them , nor 
knows whether he does agree with them 
or 
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he hed 
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hd Tothe Reader. 
or not, which abſtznence hath been can- 
ſed partly for that he is himſelf (atisfied 
by what is here delivered, and partly 
for that he had no leiſure or mind to ale 
ter this which he had done , though poſ- 
fibly it might be ſor the better, 
1hat whereas be ſpeaks of Epicures, 
Machiavelians 4d the like, he makes 
ſe of thoſe names only in popular way 
as thiy are names of Chareiters well 
kzown amongſt 15,1nd that he intends 
ot to traduce thoſe Authours, or caſt 
any tontumely upon then. 
Laſily, He' muſt needs acknowledge, 
that before the Edition of this he hath 


ſeen M. H. his Leviathan , ad other 


Books of his , iwherein that which is in 
this Treatiſe intended ar the main 
Foundation whereon the ſecond Di- 


> ſcourſe( Of the Souls Immortality 3 


inſiſts is ſaid to imply a contradiition , 
vize That there are any ſuch things 
as Immateriall or incorporeall ſub- 
ſtances. Upon whicÞoccaſion he thouebt- 


good only to ſay, that he hath a very 


ereas 


Tothe Reader. - 
great reſpet} and a very high eſteem for 
that worthy Gentleman, but he muſt in- 


genouſly ackonwledge- that a great pro- _ 


portion of it is founded upon a belief 
and expettation concerning him, a be- 
lief of munch knowledg in him , and an 
expeGation of thoſe Philoſophical and 
Mathematicall works, which he hath 
undertaken; and not ſo much «pon what 
he hath yet publiſhed to the world, and 
that he doth not ſee reaſon from thence 
to recede from ony thing upon his Au= 
thority , although he ſhall avonch his 
diſcouſe to proceed Mathematically. 
That he is ſure he hath much injured 
the Mathematicks , and the very name 
of demonſtration , by beſtowing it upon 
Jome his diſcouſes, which are exceeding 
ſhort of that evidence and truth whic 
# required to make a diſcourſe able to 
bear that reputation. | 
That in this caſe M. H, is only a 
negative witneſs, and his meaning in 
denying incorporal ſubſtances, cart ra- 
tiozally import no more but this , That 
be 
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A To the Reader. ; 
| he himſelf hathnot an apprehenſion of 
- } of anyſuch beings, and thet his cogi- 
| tation-(' as to the ſimple objed of it ) 
" I” bath never riſen beyond imagination , 
'-or the firſt apprehenſion of bodies per- 
i formed in the brain ; but imagine that 
' ro man buh an apprehenſion of the 
* God-head,”becanſe b may not prebaps 

think, of him ſo much as ſtripoff the 


Foorporea circumſtancss wherewith he 


| 


doth uſe to faucy him; Or to conclude 
; every man under the ſentence of being 
|; non-ſenſicall, whoſoever have ſpoken 
or written of incorporeal ſubſtances, 
j* he doth conceive to be things not to be 
* made good by the. Anahprity of M. 
Hobs: 
That whereas very many men dopro- 
' feſs an apprehenſion of ſuch beings, and 
* be in 1h: mean time profeſſes this to be 
impoſ#ble, this Authour is hard ut to it 
to excuſe this from much incivility, 
' and conceives the import of it to a- 
..mount to thus much, that he conccives 
Fhimſelf in the higheſt and ut moſt bound 
of 


po 


reaſon is the meaſyre of truth, and 
that what be ſees Joe javiſible:1 con- 


ceive the caſe in this tobe alike, arif Þ| 
whileſt two men are looking at Jupiter, F 
one with his naked eyes, the other with. | 
4 _ the former ſhould avow that F 
Jupiter had mo attendants, end that Þ 


:t were impoſible he ſhould have any: 


the reaſon why M. H. denies thoſe - 3 


beings whileſt 'other men apprehend Þ . 
them. ir for that be lookes at >: wi with Þ 
his Fancy , they with _=_ mind, x 
Many more things he had toſay for 
himelf, but he ko x And not uy - 
wſe or bewefit of Apologies. 


,To the Reader] | 3 3 
of humane apprehenſion, and that bis | 
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be Þ / Of the defign and definition of 
bis Religion, the prejudices and 
retences againſt the Chriſtian, the 

$ of what is in controverfie dedu- 
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, oh to three Queſtions 
3 Being f: WO. 
I, oſtte3 and bor Gol. 
WY | Attrributes F 
: 2, Of the Immortallity of the ſoule . ad 
i of men. ; 
1 3. 0f the Authority of Scriptures. P 


SECT. 


BA SECT» HI. 


of Demonſtration from the Crea- 
tures. _ Þ. 11. 
SEGT. IV. 


- Of the Attributes of God, thoſe likes 
wile evicted from the Creatures. 


P. 17. 
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PART II. 
SE CT1. 


A Propoſal of the Argument for 
the Imortality of the Soul, and a 
manifeſtation of the major propo- 
| fition, that incorporeall ſubltan- 
ces are immortal. P. 33- 


: SECT. II. 


-* A Proofof this Propoſition, that the 
| Souls of men are incorporeall ſub- 
ſtances,by comparivg the affections 
of 


Of the being of God evicted by way 


: 


of bodies with thoſe ſouls p. 38. 


- SECT. 111. 

| 

bs further prot. 2” it by the generall 
way of apprehenſion. P* 43. 


SECT. IV. 


* The fame further demonſtrated - 
from the ſeverall a&ts of the Soul, 
from ſimple apprehenfions. p. 51. 


-SECT,V. 
| From Judgment and Dyſcourſe 
| P- os 
SECT. VT. 


An Applic ation of the former Prar 
'R poſitions tothe inference of a Re- 
; ligioniin generall, and a propoſal 
|. of thethird in order to the Chriſti 
{ AN, P-67+ 
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= C oucerning the Trxh . and Authority | 
' te. Our Script ure. 


SECT.I- 


Petitions and Cautions premiſed toh 
the Queſtion, [4 


SECT. II. 


x 


The Afſertion reſolved into two Þ 
Propoſitions , the former under- 
taken, that whoſoever believes ! 
the Hiftoricall part of the Scrip- 
'ture muſt believe the Doctris 

nall, P- 2r. 
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SEGT. IIT.- 


4 1 The kinds and degrees of the cauſes 
fF of Hiſtorical Faith in general. p.8g 


SECT. IV, 


& An Application of thoſe pgenerall 
EF. - grounds to the Hiſtory of the New 
0" Teſtament. and proof of this aſſer- 
E tion, That there is as great reaſon 

| , tobeclicvethe New Teſtament , as 
to believe any other Hiſtory in the 
world. -.  Þ- 97. 


3 SECT. v. 


yy | That there is much greater reaſon to 


: '. believe the Hiſtory of the New 
© Teſtament, then any other Hiſto- 
3 F Iy- p.206. 


C SECT. VI. 
fl That the old Teſtament is the word 
EF of God. A propofall of three ſeve- 


rall 


all aſſertions,whereby it isconcluded, 
| SECT. VII. 


Books of the Oid Teſtament which 


we now receive, are the ſame |} 


which the Jews doe now receive. , 


The firſt Aſſertion proved, That'the 


P* 124, A, 


SECT. VIU. 


That the Books, which the Jews doe 
now receive, are the ſame which 
they have received ever ſince the 
Conſignation of their Canon. 

; Pp» 128. 


SE CT. IX. k 


That in our, Saviours time theſe 
Books were true, and conſequent- 
ly were the Word of God p. 135+ 
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SECT. X. 


' FThat there is no reaſon to disbeleive 2 
| the iScriptures, Objections briefly + ;  ** 

| propoſed and anſwered: firſt gene- 

1 | Tall ObjeQtions againſt the whole. F 

”* | P- 139. o 

Pp + -, $ECT- x1. . © © of 


Objettions againſt particular parts 
briefly propoſed and anſwered. 


P- 149 __ 3 
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Lthough I am not with- 
out apprehenfion, thar 
the di _ _— | 

defign may reju 
| peels; - Eg. 
ing to lay again that foundation 
- which hath long fince been Jayed in 
' the minds of all that will be readers 
of itz yet when I confider thoſe 
} ſcandals, which the looſeneſle of our 
| times have offered even to the relj- 
| gious, and the bold and horrid pride 
| and preſumption - Atheiſts _ 
pt- 


The Being and PartT. 
Epicures, which by a prophane and | 
confident aflerting the uncertajaty [| þ 
ofall things C undervaluing the abi- | 
lities of our Natures, to raiſe an 


opinion of their perſonal excellen» F 


cies) have laboured fo introduce } 
into the world a peneral' Atheiſm . 
or at leaſt a doubtfy] Scepticiſme 
in matters of Religion : And when 
weconſider the nature of our minds, 
which are upon any ill ſuggeftions 
apt ſtill to receive ſome impreflion ' Þq; 
( thoſe thjngs being of like operati- | 

on with Calumny,, which if | be | 

confidently and boldly charged, will |} 

be ſure-to leave ſome ſcar behind it ) 
When we obſerve this uſe and in- 
clination in our ſelves, which is in | 
things where we have not a belief } 
of what is-ſpoken, or do nat give | 
perfe(t credit to an. accuſation , yet: Þ 
ro ad mit to 2 ſuſpition, that things Þ 
may beas they are ſpoken; and al«- 4 
though the ſtrength of our contrary: | 
belief do keep us from a full aſſent= 


ing | 


" Part]. Attributes of Cod. 
| ing tothe thing in queſtion , yer If it 
|} happen, that the things concern our 
Tf ſelves, and we have uſed to crofle 
| ÞF our opinions, or our belief in our 
ov wp praiſe, ſuch is the perverſe 
 nefſs of our hearts, thit in ſuch caſes 
F they will make uſe of the belief of 
| others ( eſpecially if they have the 
reputation of known men) to op- 
poſe againſt their own belief, and 
{interpoſe betwixt the laſhes of their 
"conſciences and themſelyes: I ſay the 
f preſent condition of Religion , and 
the corrupted nature of our hearts 
Þ being ſuch , I cannot think it nſeleſs, 
| nay nor unneceſlary , to: raiſe a diſe 
courſe of Religion , even from .the 
common Elements and Fundamen- 
tals', and! for a while, neglefting the 
more knowing party of men, to un- 
Fdertake; ſo far as the argument will 
{ bear, to follow the way of demon - 
{frration, and lead or the weakeſt 
from fach thiogs as they themſelvcs 
cannot deny , to the acknowledge- 
| B 2 ment 


| 
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iojunQions of our Religion, 
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SECT, II. 


' Ofthe deſign and definition of Re- | 


ligion , the prejudices, and pre- 
tences againſt the Chriſtian , the 


ſum of what is in controverfic Þ 


deduced to three Queſtions. 


Being and 
r. Of they ,,, "Le $of God, 


2.0f the Immortality of the ſouls of men, 
3, Of the Authority of Scriptures- 


V VE may begin with the confi- | 


deration of the definition 


( and the deſign of our ſelves in the. 
matter) of Religion 3 however the | 
practiſe of the world may contradi& | 


it 3 T hope we may take this definiti- 
on of Religion, as one that is agreea», 


Part I+ . 


ment of the myſteries of our faith , | 
and to the pradice of the laws and | 
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; PartY: Attributes of God. 
| ble to the apprehenſion which all of 


| us have of it. Religion is a reſignation 
of our ſelves to God, with an expe&t- 
ation of reward 3 The defign indeed 
. of Religion, however it ought to be 
- meerly obedience to the pleaſure and 
| the will of God, and the hight of it is 
.. | barely terminated in his glory , (ſo 
..*F that the higheſt a& of it is Adorati- 
ic £22) yet Iſfaythe deſign of mens Re- 
bo | gion, is, that it may be well unto 
| themſelves, and co bring them to an 
eſtate of happineſs. The very defini- 
"tion of Religion ſuppoſeth a God» 
' head , according to that ofthe Apo- 
xn, | ile He that cometh 18 God muſt be- 
| lieve that Godis. The very dclign of 
{it ſuppoſeth that both the party 
fi- | worſhiping is capable of rewards,and 
WD | that God likewiſe doth not negle&t 
he | his ſervice ( in the following words 
he | of the Apoſtle) 1hat he is the rewarder 
& | of thoſe that diligently ſeek bim. 
1-1 * Again,the refignagion of our ſelves 
a+} ſappoſeth the reſignation of our ſu* 
le} B3 pream 
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The Being and Parti. F 


pream faculties, thoſe are our under- 
frandings and our wils, viz. our wils 
to an obedience to his will, to a per- 
formance of his injunctions, to a 
ſubmiſſion to his providence, and a 


reſignation likewiſe of our under» | 


ſtandings to his truth. Now itas as 
greable to reaſon , as well as ro the 
Apoſtle, that we cannot practiſe the 
will of God, unleſſe we know it, and 
that we cannot knbw it, unleſle it be 
diſcovered to us. Sothen in our pro- 


feſſion of Religion , there are theſe | 


ſuppoſals. That there is a God , and 
That he is a rewarder of thoſe that 
feek him ( and that ſyppoſeth that 
they are capable of his way of re- 
warding, ) That the diligence of our 
ſeeking muſt be exercifed in a way 


conformable to his will 3 and That}. 


to his purpoſe we want not rules for 
this conformity. Theſe are, I fay, the 
general ſuppoſitions of every Reli- 
gion under Heaven. You ſee that the 
being of Religion is in ſelf-reſignati- 


ON 


| 


a. 0. — 
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| ,that caution , that mercenarfly to la- 


Fart.I. Attributes of God, 


on, but the end of that reſignation 


it is reward (' ſtil] retai: ing ig mind 


bour for reward is not the ſupream 
exaltation of Religious ats , but that 
tt 15the ordinary degree of mens Re- 


" ligion, and an allowable and cons 


mendable ſtep, and degree unto the 
other ; it being the ſtrong powerful 
morive to Moſes to. neglect the, tyo- 
mentany pleaſure of Pharaobs Court, 
becauſe he had refpe&t unto the r& 


\ compenſe of reward : ) 1 ſay it is the 


natural way of reaſon ;in every a& 
to look at ſomeor other end, and to 
undertake no labour without an eye 
upon reward. Now ſo it is that ſome 
men , who account themſelves the 


: wiſeſt, obſerving 3s they think the 


| deſign & iſſne of Religion,and com— 


paring the labour and the wages, 
they with much wiſdome, as they 
think, conclude, that all the mat- 
ter of gain, which comes by Re- 
ligion, 1s no way worth the pain and 

labour. 
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The Being and 


think they ſee, that the ſucceſle of 


things it is not equal to the religious | 
and irreligious; but that beſides the | 
pleaſure 8& enjoyments which religi- þ 
ous men do fondly deny themſelves, | 


beſides that melancholy life which 
they by their ſtritneſs and preciſe» 
neſs bring upon themſelves, they of- 


ten anticipate & hinder the thriving | 
ſuacceſſe of their own deſigns by a | 
dangerous and prejudicial ſcrupulo- | 


fity : whereas the other party,beſides 
the pleaſure of their lives in private, 


they _ matters of ſtate, andei- | 


ther by force or fraud they circum- 
vent and overcome the narrow and 
feeble ſpirits of the others; and the 
ſacceſs of things they oft obſerve to 
be anſwerable to his Hypotheſis, 
ready they arc to ſay with thoſe in 
Mal, 3.14. Surely it is vain to ſerve 
God, and what profit is it to keep his 
or 


| | Part}, 

labour. They ſee that all things come |} 
alike to all; there is but one iſſue to | 
the juſt , and to the unjuſts pay, they || 
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| Ordinances, to walk mournfully before 
| the Lord of Hoſts, whereas we ſee the 
'- proud bappy, and they that work wick- 
eſs are ſet up, and they that tempt 

God are even delevered © Upon ſuch 
obſervations upon the reward , they 
conclude clean contrary to the ſup- 
"poſitions of Religion , God is no re- 
| warder of thoſe that ſeck him 5 ſuch 
as deny themſelves the moſt for him, 
have no other reward but ſad. 

e of ſoul and debility of body, 

and exility, of fortune; ſurely if he 
were a God,he would not thus deſert 
his party , and give them over ta the 
ſcorn and deriſfion , and miſeries of 
the world : ſurely therfore there is no 
God, or ſurely he ſees it not, or tuſb 
' God cares not for it, and ſo theſe 
mens Religion is vain : or elſe theſe . 
men they have not hit upon the true 
way of worſhip, the rules they go by 
they are uncertain, that which they 
pretend to the word of Gad , it isnot 


ſo, but ſomebundle of Impoſtures , 
deviſed 


Cad r 
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they indeed flatter themſelves with 


expettations when they are dead, | 
bue thoſe are but vain, for who | 


knows that the ſpirit of a man goes 
upward, and that the ſpirit of a beaſt 
downward ? as a man dies, fo 


The Being and Part, | 


deviſed by ſome body, and put upon | 
theſe fimple people to delude them, | 


ies a beaſt, whereforelet us cat and 
drink, for to morrow we ſhall die. 
Thefe are the ſubſtance of thoſe al- 
legations ,- which by Atheiſts, Epi- 
cures, and Machiavelians are ſet in 
competition with Religion : theſe are 
thoſe Engines by which the devil 


- hath prevailed to the ſedudtion of | 


many, and to the entertainment of 
a ſuſpicion by men, otherwiſe pro-, 
dent and ſober-minded : the main 


foundations upon which we differ, | 


are theſe, 
I, The Being & providence of God. 
2. The Immortality of the ſou]. 
3. The Authority of the holy Scri- 
pture. 


Before 


. 


mono —— 
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 Partl. Attributes of God. 


Before we come therefore to, the 
particular myſteries of faith, it is ne- 
ceſlary that theſe be cleared , before 
we come to ſettlein particular diffe- 
rences of Religion , .thar we juſtifie 
our ſelves againſt the petulancies of 


thoſe men, that would laugh and 


ſcoff us out of all —_— 3 crying to 
every party ( as they ſee the veriable 


' chances of the world to give occaſi- 


on ) where isnow' their God? Indeed 
if there were not a God to worſhip 
or if God did not ſee, and regard,and 
reward our worſhip, or had we no 
rule to walk by, we ſhould have 
none encouragement to Religion ; 
Nay, upon all that happens to men 
in this life., we cannot but allow, 
that , upon their ſuppoſition , they 


 conculde not irrationally. Concur 


we muſt with our Apoſtle, that if iz 
this life only we had hope, we were of 
all men moſt miſerable z But we know 


{ aſſuredly , that thou God ſeeſt, and 


that thou haſt given us thy holy 
, Word 


nu 
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word to bealight to our feet and a 
lanthorn to our paths3 and that 
though now we ſee but through a 
glaſs darkly, yet the time iscoming 
when we ſhall ſee thee face to face. 
The ſtate of the controverſie then is 
this, which of the parties is in the wi- 
ſeſt way 3 The Atheiſt chink that the 
Religious isa fool; the Religious , 
that he js afool that ſaith in his heart 
there is no God: The Atheiſt that the 
ſouls of men are mortal, as the ſouls 
Of beaſts 3 the Religious , that the A- 
theiſt is a beaſt to think ſo, &&c. But 
ſuch kinds of conteſts are vain » 
wherefore lct's ſee where the truth 
lies. II 
SECT. IL. 

Of the being of God evited by wayo 

demonſtration from the rh Anon 4 


'Þ Queſtion is, Whether or no 
there bea God # 

And herefirſt l muſt entreat that it 
may be remembred what that party 
is 


—_— 


Mala ds 4 * Rds. ao a La __ 


- > Q ANN” BBD Aa AMA - =o x ww bg pray wy os Ut woos by 


—_— 


Park I. Attributes of God. 


; js which defends the negative, and 
| what is the defign that we are upon, 
| that ſo the following diſcourſe be 


| 'not thought uſeleſs or induſtriouſly 


\ ſet out of the ordinary road. Our e- 
pemies-arc Atheiſts : and that which 
| js to be convinced is the Atheiſtical 
{ proncneſs of men 3 ſo that in the con- 


ſufficient way of anſwering , to ſay 
| that the Scriptures and the ſpirit of 
| God make it evident that there is a 
' God3 and again, that the Scriptures 
| are evinced to bethe word of God 
| by the ſpirit of God bearing witneſs 
with the beart of man. It is true, that 
| the Scriptures clearly deliver that 
there is a God, as true it is, that God 
| by his grace doth work the heart of 
' man toa believing ofthe Scriptures : 


troverted queſtions it will not be a 


| theſe things they are really true to 


| thoſe who already are believers, and 
| each of them conduceth to a confire 
mation of the other : but toa man 
that doubts of the Godhead, and des 


nies 
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nies the Scriptures; to ufe thoſe ar- 
guments for ſatisfaftion, were to mi- 
niſter a ſcandal tohim, and by a cir- 
cularway of reaſoning and aſſuming |} 
gratis the matter of the quſtion ( for | P! 
they do no otherwiſe who only ſay, of 
we mult believe the Scriptures ro be 
the Word of God, becauſe God ſaies 
ſo, and God we muſt believe , be. 
cauſe the Scriptures fay ſo ) to make 
them think we have no more to ſay | 
bur this it is ſo, becauſe itis ſo: and } 
ſoconfirm them in their Arheiſm and 
irreligion. It was a certain obſerva. 
tion of Ariſiotle, that mon watyes bu 
2p 0u me POWs WNT yra ow; 1n every AC- 
quifirion of knowledg , the nnder- 
ftanding doth proceed from premiſes 
which were known, tothe inference 
of a new conclufion, which was be- 
fore unknown: and ſo was that other |P® 
Aphoriſm of his, that there isno dif-' Ft! 
putation unlefſe upon principles, | 
which are confeſſed on both fides , & | 
ſuch only are the common a | 
of | 
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; | of intellegence , and the plain diſco- 


yeries of the ſenſes there where the 


|: myſteries of faith are queſtioned it 
| will not be ſufficient therefore in the 
| preſent caſe, toalleadge that ſaying 


of the Apoſtle, Kow.y. 20.For the in- 


ode Bus 
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; Fthings viſible , ſo that by reaſon as 


viſible things of him from the creation 
of the world are clearly ſeem, being un- 
derſiood by the things that are made , 
even his eternal power and Godhead; 
ſo that they are without excuſe; but we 
' muſt clear and demonſtrate the truth 
; of that allegation, by reaſons taken 
'from things viſible : however, it may 
'be lawful for us to make uſe of the 
direction of this place, as a canon for 
our enquiry, although not of the au- 
*thority of it, as a ſufficient argument 
| to enforce a belief from the gainſay- 
er, - I ſay therefore, that an eternal 
; power may be evenced from the cre- 
2tion of the world, and that the cre” 
ion of the world may be demon- 
"ſtrated from the confideration of 


wee 


well 
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we may be brought to underſtan 

that the world was made of things 
which diſappear. I ſay that the world 
was not eternal, but created , is de- 
monſtrable from things that are vi- 
fible; Our argument (ball be from 
generation ; Whatſoeveris begotten 
was begotten of ſome other, for no- 
thing can poſſibly beget , or make it 
ſelf, otherwiſe it will follow, that the 
ſamething is, and is not , both at one 
inſtant, fecing it is both the producer 
and the thing to be produced : it is 
to be produced, and ſo it is not yet,it 
is likewiſe a producer , and that ſup- 
poſeth that ic is in being : It is there- 
fore in being, and it is not in being, 


that's a manifeſt contradiction : 


Wherefore nothing can generate, or 
make, or produce it ſelf : Where- 
fore every thing that is begotten , is 
begotten of ſome other 3 and: then 
the other which begat it, either was 
it ſelf in the ſame manner begotten, 
or 
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" or it wasnot, if it was not, we are 


already come to the firſt principal 
which was begotten, and ſo have 


| diſcovered a Godhead. If it was be- 


gotten, either we muſt follow up the 
courſe of ſicceſſive generation to 
ſome firſt production from a cauſe 
eternal, or elſe we muſt neceſſarily 
ſay, that the courſe of generations 
had no beginning,and conſequently 
that infinite ſucceſſions are already 
aſt, which is as much as to acknow- 

edge, that an infinite nuniber of 
ſucceſſions are paſt, and if paſt, then 
they are at an end; ſo we have found 
an infinite number, which hath had 
an end,that is another contradiction: 
Again, if any ſhall affirm, that the 
courſe of generation had no begin- 
ing , but that the number of them 
hath been infinite , let us put a caſe 
and reaſon with him : we will ima- 
pe the generations of Abrahane 
or example, and of Joſeph, the ſon 

of Jacob, the ſon of 7ſaac, the ſon of 
C Abraham 
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Abraban. 1 demand therefore whee | 
ther before the birth of Abraham, | 


there had paſt an\infinite ſeries of 


- . o y 
gencrations,or not? If the ſeries was 


finite, the work of generation had 
begining, which is the concluſion [ 
contend for, if the ſeries paſt was 1n- 


finte, then at the birth of Joſeph 'tis | 


evident that more generations were || 


paſt, ſo we have found a number 
greater than that which was ſuppo+- 
ſed tobe infinite, and conſequently 


that was not infinite, ſoit was both | 


infinite and not infinite, a maniteſt 
cuntradiction - but if we ſay, that 
Abraham's ſeries was infinite, and 
that ſo was Jo/eph's alſo, then it will 
follow that the number of Abraham's 
was equal with the number,of Jo- 
ſeph's, but Abrabim's was but a part 
ot 7o/eph's, wheretore the part 1s e- 
qual to the whole. Elſe admit that 
Abrabim's was faite, but when it 
came to Joſeph.that then the number 
was 1ufinitc; it follows theo, that a 
{nite 
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finite number ,added to a finite, ſhall 


| make an infinite, which likewiſe is 


| | againſt the common light of reaſon. 


We ſce therefore that ſuppoſing the 
eternity of the world, or the infinity 
| of generations, doth force the mind 
to conttradichons, and conſequently 
| the fiction is vain, and utterly im- 
poſſible. And as we have argued in 
the way of generation, ſo we may 
hkewiſe in every thing, where there 
\is tion or mutation, that is in all 
| the parts of the viſible world: The 
eation therefore of the world from 
the viſible things thereof is manifeſt, 
| which was to be demonſtrated. And 
from the creation of the world we 
may infer thoſe inviſible Attributes 
ofthe Eternity,and Power, and Wif- 
doth, and Providence of God, that 
which reſts yet to be demonſtrated. 
; F951 
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| SEGT. IV. 
of the Attributes of God, thoſe like. 
wiſe evited fromthe Creatures, 


"US which we are yet upon, It is 
a general introduQion to Reli- 
gion, and a demonſtration of the 


Neceſlity of it againſt Atheiſts and 


ſers of it : that which we pretend is, 
that their rejeftion of Religion (ne | 
not proceed from any conſiderate, 
ſolid reaſoning of their underſtand- 
ing, but from an evil diſpoſition of 
their affections, which makes them, 
we believe, rather wiſh, and ſo give 
out, that their aſſertions are true, 
then that themſelves believe them 
to be ſa 3 particularly,in that grand 
principle and fundamental of a God, 
and of a providence, from whence 
the reſt will freely and naturally 
follow. We have by plain andeaſfie 
demonſtration eyinced , that from 


the 
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Epicures, and ſuch as are the deſpis | 
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the viſible things of this world , the 
creation of it may be evicted: and 
that the Apoſtle, although to ſuch as 


| were initiated in Chriſtianity, he did 
© propoſe it upon the well atteſted an- 


thority of the ſpirit of Cod, by many 
mighty ſfignes and wonders declared 
to be with him- although to them he 
thought it needleſs any more then to 


[| refer them to the natural principles 


of their underſtandings : yet that he 
was not wanting to the infidels, but 
by deſigning to them ſo ready a to- 


"pick or medium 3 from whence to 


egin their argument , hath not de- 
ſerved of the unbelieving that len» 
der eſtimation which they have been 
pleaſed to afford him - there isno 
ation or mutation in any thing vifi- 
ble whatſoever , but it is performed 
by motion, nor any motion followed 


| home ſucceſiively through it's cauſes 


but will force the mind of man to 
afirſt mover; and though for ſome 
reaſons I did propoſe the argument 
in 


21 


in the name of generation, yet if in 
the place of it you ſhould have been 
pleaſed to ſubſtitute motion in ge- 
neral , or bodily action (for either 
they are formally the ſame, or con-i 
ſequent at leaſt to one another ) the 
variation of the terms of the argu- 
ment would no way have changed 


the ſubſtance of the concluſion} 
which I intimate to give notice of] 


the ſufficiency of that argument, 
which in it ſelf comprizes a multi- 
tude of others more particular , leſt 
any advantage might -poſſibly be 
made againſt the want of number in 
my argument. Well , having concly, 
ded the creation,and begining of the 


world, we ſce it follows, that thence] ap 
we conclude the eternal power and}. a 


Godhead . that is, the eternity. and 


power of the Godhead : to which} © 
that we may fully convince our As| 


theiſt, we will likewiſe adde the wiſ- 
dom , and providence, and the ime 
menfity , and other attributes a 
God And 
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And firſt for Eternity; we have by 
undeniable couſequence reſolved all 
motions in the world into the boſom 
ofa firſt mover , and it we ſiippolſe 
him a firſt mover, this ſuppoſition 
will evidently conclude, that he js e- 
ternal, that is, that he is without be» 
gining of c<flence, or withoitt any 
terch or limit of durationsfor ifit had 
any begining of eſlence or duration, 


'that egy of being preſuppoſeth 


a priority of not being C that is, that 
aftual being is not of the eſſence of 
it ) and ſo,that we may without any 
contradiction ſuppoſe it not tobe 
yet in being,that is, we may bring our 
underſtanding without error to the 
apprehenſions of it as being yet 1n the 


ſtate of power on!y,or potential be- 


ing,ſo as things are jn their cauſes. So 
then let us conccit it in this ſtate,and 
compare this ſtate with the other, 
when it hath a being , and it 1s vi- 
dent , that this paſſage or tranſition 
from want of being OA being Cannot 


) | 
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which moves a thing from not being 
to a ſtate of being, is neceſſarily a 
precedent mover, to that w® from it 
receives its being: ſo then that which 
we ſuppoſed to be the firſt. original 
mover , it will havea mover which 
ſhall of neceſſity have gon before it, 
and conſequently it will be both a 
firſt and not a firſt moyer, which is a 
plain and evident contradiQion. In- 
ſtead of multiplying 4 
without neceſlity,we will only return 
by the footſteps of our analyſis , and 
ſo from thc being of a firſt mover 
conclude the Eternity: If it be a firſt 
mover,then it had no former mover, 
and if ſo, then it never was produed 
from not being, unto being ; and if 
ſo,then it never had any beginning of 
Its being, then it is Hmarberating 
whatſoever 1s the firſt mover it muſt 
of neceſſity likewiſe be Eternal. Bute 
from the common affetions of 
things 
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be without a motion, nor motion | 
without an aQual mover : but that | 
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things viſible, we did before demon- 
ſtrate an original. and firſt mover, 
wherefore the viſible things of this 
world, they likewiſe do evit the 
Eternity of the Godhead. 

Having demonſtrated the Eternity 
of God : the reſt of his Attributes, 
ſuch as we are able to comprehend 
in this life , they all of them will fol - 


+ Jow,his Neceſlity, Independency, In- 


finity, Unity, Omnipotency , Omni- 
ſcience, 


And firſt for his Neceſlity: whereby yay; 


I meam his Neceſlity of being,not his 


| Neceſiity of operation, ſo as it is op- 


poſed to freedom of will and power 
to at, or to forbear. I ſay then, that 
the Godhead is a neceſſary being , 
that is, that it is impoſſible it ſhould 
fail, and implies a contradiction, that 
it ſhould not be: that is it which 
Divines mean, when they ſay tis 
eternal 2 parte poſt, as well as 4 parte 
ante : for if it be not a neceſſary be- 


iog,that is,if neceſſity of being be not 


included 


23 


The Being and PartT, 


included in the eſſence of the God- 
head, then it is not impoſlible that 
it ſhould looſe his being, that is,it is 
poſlible that it ſhould looſe his being, 
that is, it is in the power of ſome- 
thing to cauſe it to looſe his being : 
but nothing can paſs from being to 
not being without change or motion, 
ſo then the motion of it 1s in the 
power of fame other ,& conſequent- 
Iy this 15 not the original of motion, 
but that otherzbut we ſuppoſed this 
to be the original of motion, and 
conſequently, it is not poſſible it 
ſhould be deprived of its being, that 
is,itis a Neceſſary being in reſpect of 
others, and as impoſſible it is that it 
ſhould looſe its being of it ſelf. Indeed 
It is a manifeſt contradiftion,that any 
thing ſhould have a power over its 
own eſſence, and needs no further 
conviction or oppoſition, ſeeing the 
ative power of any thing is founded 
in the eſſence of it, & conſequently 
cannot exceed the eflence, or bring 
it 
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it not to be - However the neceſlity 
of the exiſtence of God will be evin- 
ced from the Simplicity and uncom- 


pounded property of his nature,and $;,,jic;s; 


that from his Eternityz for imagine 
him to be compounded, then it muſt 
be of ſome principles of coin politon 
and if ſo, then thoſe principles muſt 
be preſuppoſed to his being, & pre. 
cede him in a priority of nature : ſo 
then there will be ſomewhat in na- 
ture before that which was before 
evinced, and now ſuppoſed to be e- 
ternal : and ifhe be a (imple eſlence 
and eternal, he muſt be purely actu« 
al and nothing potenrial, forif in his 
eſſence be any thing potential, that 
is,1f it be in any poſbbility, that poſ- 
ſibility relates ro ſome ſuperiour and 
former cauſe : Whereas we have all 
this While been reaſoning abont the 
firſt cauſe and ſupreme : Simple he 
is therefore and pure, and a ſimple 
aCt out of the bounds of poſitbility 
& of ſuffering, and ſo again we have 
Con- 
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concluded his neceſlity of being- 

Indepen0Þ Now as we have demonſtrated his 
dency. Neceflity ,ſo likewiſe we may thence 
colle& his independency, We are in- 
deed in a great acal of blindnefle 

in the contemplation of the God- 
head, and muſt humbly crave leave 
of God to be admitted to enquire | 
and ſpeak after the manner of men: | 
God doth not exa&t that we ſhould | 
exceed the meaſure of our under- 
ſtandings in our contemplation of 
him , or that we ſhould deliver him 

2s be is in himſe'f, or otherwiſe then 
he is pleaſed to reveal himſelfto onr 
weak and feeble nnderſtandingys, & 
ſo we hope his Majeſty will not be | 
offended at us, if after the manner of 
men we labour to deduce one attri- 
bute out of another 3 if withall we | 
take this caution, that upon our de- 
pendency of inference, and the pre- | 
\ cedency and following in our diſ- 
courſe,we do not conclude that ſuc- 
ceſſion or dependency of attributes 
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in God,and imagine that to be in the 
Obje& , which is only in the Organ, 
I could not but take this advantage 
for this caution now, that from his 
Eternity, —_— and Neceſlity , 
I am conculding his Independency; 
this, to our underſtanding and diſ- 


| courſe, may well enough(as concern- 


ing us) depend upon thoſe other, 


- that is, the ſuppoſition of thoſe will 


force the mind to an acknowledge- 
ment of this, but to imagine that or- 
der tobe in God, werc to imagine 
acontradidion , by putting a depen» 
dency upon the attribute of Inde- 
pendency : If he be a fimple at, and 
pure, it is impoſſible he ſhould at all 

d upon another for his being: 
for ſuppoſe his being to depend up- 


on another , then that other muſt ne- 


ceſſarily be preſuppoſed, and be the 


| cauſe likewiſe of his being 3 for if ic 


depend upon another for his being 
bis being cannot be without that 0. 


| ther, and ſo it is preſuppoſed , there- 


fore 


Incorporc- 
ality, 
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fore it 1s before this in order, and as 
in order ſo in caſuality , for we ſpeak 
of a real & eſſential dependency, not 
of a Logical or notional; wherefore 
this other, and not the Godhead will 
be a cauſe.and a former cauſe - and 
conſequently the Godhead, unleſs it 
be independent, -WH1 neither be the 
firſt cauſe, nor eternal ; contrary to 
thar which was before demonſtrated. 
Again the Simplicity and the Im- 
paſſirhility of God will neceffarily 
evict him to be incorporeal , ſeeing 
that every body is compounded and 
paſible, nay we' may go fo farasto 
ſay , that corporeity is paſſibllity , for 
corporeity i5 quantity, and in the laſt 
abſtracted notion conſiſts in three 
dimenſions, but quantity is nothing 
elec but diviſibility , that is an aptt- 
tude to ſuffer diviſion, that is paſſ1- 
bility 5 whatſocver- therefore is im* 
paſſible, that likewiſe is incorporea]), 
which wasto be demonſtrated. 
And if it be incorporeal;then like- 
wiſe 
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wiſe it is unbounded and unlimited 


| by place, for whether place be taken 


for the ſurface of ſome ambient bo=- 
dy , or for a ſpace, the very eſſence 
of a place conſiſts in relation to a 
body encloſed ; but that which is no 
body cannot admit of an encloſure, 


| therefore that which is incorporeal, 


isfree from the limits and terms of 


{ place, ſo then it is evident , that the 


firſt cauſe is free from the limits and 
reſtraints of place, before we proved 
that it was free from any limits of 
duration , but in the freedom from 
time and place conſiſts the notion 
ofimmenfity , and ſo the immenſity 
of God is now demonſtrated , (or, 
which is all one,his Infinity. ) 


| But if the God head be infinite, Ui 
then likewiſe it is but one, and ſo we 


may demonſtrate the Unity of the 


' ellence of the God- head. Now that 


there cannot beawo infinite eſlences 
we will demonſtrate, Bur firſt, for 


' thehclp of our imagination, and to 


render 


render that ſerviceable to our un- 
derſtandings, we will imagine two 


bodies infinite;Then thus, either the | 
one of thoſe bodies,is in all the ſpace | 
wherein the other body 1,or it isnor, | 


if they be both tagecher in the ſelf 
ſame ſpace, then that which is the 
longitude of the one, isthe longitude 
of the other, and their latitude is the 
ſame, & ſolikewiſe their profundity 
the ſame, I ſay, not only equal: for 
as from filling equality of ſpaces 
we muſt infer equality of dimenfi-. 
ons, ſo from identity of ſpace we 


muſt conclude them to have the |- 


ſame dimenſions 3 but the laſt and. 


moſt abſtrated notion ofa body is | 


Mathematically reſolved into thoſe | 


dimenfions, wherefore thoſe which | 


fill the ſelf ſame ſpace, are the ſelf 
ſame body, and fo two bodies, they | 
will be but one body, which is a 
manifeſt contradiction : but if we 


ſhall ſay » that where one of theſe in| "* 


finite bodies 1s, the other is not, then 
there 
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" | there will be ſome ſpace where one 
| oftheſe bodies is excluded, and con- 
0 | ſequently it will be limited and finire 
'© | which yet we ſuppoſed to be infi- 
© | vite ; fothen, it will be infinite and 
| not infinite, which is a manifeſt con- 
if - tradition: We have demonſtrated 
© } therefore that there cannot be two 
de | ;nfinite bodies, the truth is, we ought 
he | todemonſtrate that there cannot be 
t | two infinite eſlences, but the notion 
ot} f being and effence is ſo abſtrafted 
© | and high, that, it would ſtrain our 
"| underſtanding to keep it ſo long in- 
W© | tent upon its abſtraRted obje&. as 
the | were required to gothrungh a de- 
nd } monſtration where jptinite ſimple 
' BY being ſhould be the Pvjct,6 unity 
oſe the affetion to be demonſtrated,but 
ich }.if we ſhall proceed but to other de-' 
ſelf grees, as for example, of power, or 
hey} wiſdom, or the like , the demonſtra» 
IS 2} tion will run as clear to the mind, as 
Wel in the caſe of bodies it did to the 
- WF} fancy:for cither thoſe iafinite powers 
hen are 
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are the ſame, or not the ſamezif they 
be the ſame, then it is but one power 
which was vainly imagined to be 
two- : but if the powers be not the 
ſame, then one power is where the 
other power is not (not meaning in 
«bi of place, bur of caſe) and conſe” 
quently a caſe where one of the 
powers is limited, which yet it is ſu 
poſed to be infinite, there can be 
thercfore but one infinite power, nor 
any more than one infinite eſſence, 
ard ſo we have demonſtrated the 
Unity of the God-head. 


[t reinains that we demonſtrate the | 


O:nnipotence of Gnd, and his Ome- 
niicience : and firſt for his Omripo- 
rence, That God was a God of pow- 
cr, it was demonſtrated then, when 
we fond him ro be the firſt cauſe, 
and original mover, and the creator 
of the world . Now power is nothing 
c}ſe but a fountain or ſpring of Cau- 
ſality : Cauſality alwaies exerts it (elf 


by 
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by motion - the Original therefore 
of all motion 1s the original of all 


power 3 the Original of 1! power is . 


Omnipotent, wherefore it is demon. 
ſtrated that God is Omniporeat. 
The fame argument will-prove 
him likewiſe to be Omniſcient , For 
all knowledg is an exertion of pow- 


- er, andconſiſts in a conjunction of 
| the operations of the obje& and the 


mind, and the nature of it is no way 
intelligible otherwiſe then by this 
exertion:this exertion is motion, apd 
ſo the original of motion is the orgi- 
nal of knowledg 3 and God being 
Omnipotent, he is alſo Omniſcient, 
and ſo we have evicted his Omniſci=- 
ency - that js an infinite knowledg, 
which includes in it the knowledg of 


. all particulars, for if particular in the 


world were cxcluded, it were not in- 
finite, but Iimited; fo then the 
thoughts of che heart are oven to 
the view of bis omniſcience : And 
thus accordivg to that Canon of di- 
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rection , which we took from the 
Apoſtle we have , proceeded , and 
that ſtrifly and warily, according to 
the laws of demonſtration, and from 
the viſible things of this world, en- 
forcing our ſelves firſt to an acknaw- 
ledgment. of the creation of the 
world 3 we have thence, taking in 
only the common principles , and 
common notions ( xozes writes ) of 
intelligence, proceeded higher, to a 
demonſtration of the eternal power 
ard God-head : that is,of thoſe At- 
ttibutes of the God- head, which by 
the irreligious and Atheiſts, have 
been pretended not to be 5 and 
attually manifeſted, that the inviſi- 
ble things of God may be diſcovered 
by thoſe things which do appear. 
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PART IL 
SEC T.L 


A Tropoſal of the Argnment for the 
. Trmmertality of the ſoul, and a ma« 
mf. ſtation of the 14a jor propoſt Hion, 
that incorporeal ſubſtances are im- 
. mortal. 


He ſecond thing which we 
| k pretended tg demonſtrate 
as a general ground- work 
whereon to build a neceflity of Re+ 
Iigion in the. general, it is the [m- 
mortality of the lon!s Of men 5 for if 
in this life only we have hope, then in 
the judgment of the Apoltle, ws arc 
of all men moſt miſerable. Now rhe 
truth is, that we have no abſolute 
neceſſity of much endeavour to clear 
the Immortality of the foul, after fo 
clear and demonſtrativeg diſcoy wy 
© 


\ 
\ 
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of the eſſence and the attributes of 


' the God: head, ſgeing that a bare re- 


flexion either upon the general way 
of reaſoning, whereby we cometo 
thoſe conclufions,or upon thoſe fim- 
ple objects of the mind, which were 
the ſubjets of every particular en- 
quiry , muſt neceſſarily prompt us 
with andeniable arguments of the 
ſpiritual and incorporeal nature of 
our mind, from whence will nece(- 
farily follow the natura] incorrup - 
tibility of it, that which is all that 
we pretend to,when we ſay, that it ig 
immortaE( for ir is not our meaning, 
that in the notion of Tmmortality 1s 
included a neceſlity of being,ſuch as 
relating to the power of God ſhould 


' put it- out of a capacity of Annjhila« 
_ tion )) 


Yer conſidering the darknefſe of 
our minds, and that inability to- 
wards a ſtrict and vigorous refleQtion 
which even in thoſe who are moſt 
practiſed in the contemplation of 
them” 


io Hy 
+4; 
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 F themſelves,and in the ſcrutiny of the 
{ - wajes of their own internal operatis 
ons, is over frequent:and conſidering 
how little reaſon there is to expect it 
of thoſe , who by their way of living 
are more deeply engaged among 
things , no way exceeding the affe&i- 
ons & circumſtances of Lodies, and 
bodily motions, and perhaps may 
think themſelves unconcerned to be 
bufie in the knowledge of them- 
ſelves : It will be requiſite thar we 
infiſt more particularly ypoa it 3 that 
ſo the marter may be cleared even 
to the moſt vuloar apprehentions, 
ſuppoſing only that they can but 
obtain ſo much of themſelves, as 
wari'yto attend ro that which is to 
| be delivered, * 

Now the ſubſtance of all that F 
ſhall) ſrezk towards the demorſtra- 
tion ef the ſouls Immortalicy, ſhall 
be ſummarily comprized in this one 
' Syllogiſm . 

Whatſvever ſubſtance is incorpo- 
D 4 real 
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real it" is iminortal- But the ſouls of 
men are incorporeal ' ſubltances. 
Ergo , 

The former of theſe Propoſitions 
is indecd in it ſelf undemonſtrable, as 
being a principle evident toa conh- 
dering mind, and fo not reſolvible 


' into any former principles, ſo that || 
all that can be done to a further 


clearing of it,wil only be to examine 
and follow home the terms, to their 
firſt original notions, which they are 
aſlipned to repreſent. Indeed, the 
word mortality, as it 1s uſually ap- 
prebended, hath alwaies reference 
to a compounded ſubſtance, or to a 
body,which hath in it ſelf ſome prin- 
ciple and cauſe of motion, and fig- 


, Nifies no more but a capacity of the _ 


material and paſſive part, to be de- 
prived of that inward active prin- 
ciple of its motions, as is evident by 
thoſe things, which we uſe to ſay may 
die,or are dead 5 as men, and beaſts, 
and plants ; but when the queſtion 

Is 
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' is only of that aftiveprinciple,it can» 
not ſo juſtly be pat in the terms of 


Sothen,that which we are to ſtrive 
for isthe true and accurate notion 
of corruption, and when we have 

driven it tothehigheſt we ſhall find, 
{| that corrwptior is nothing elſe but a 
| diſſolution of things joyned toge- 
-ther, -and that this diſſolution is no» 
thing but a ſeparatior,and that. ſepa- 
ration is nothing but diviſor, and 
that diviſion is an immediate, and a 
formal a&t of quantity, and quantity 
'$ nothing elſe but a mode of corpo- 
-reity; ſo as you (ce that corruptibilt- 
| ty doth even in the notion of it in- 
.| clude corporcity : whatſoever there- 
fore is incorporeal, it is incorrupti- 
ble,which was to be demonſtated- 


. 


SECT. 


| mortality , .as'of -corruptibility, or 
' natural tendency to a corruption, | 


Al 
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A proof of this propoſction , that thi| 
ut of men are jncorporeal ſubſtans | 
ces, by comparing the affe@ions of 
bodies with thoſe of ſouls. '" 


real ſubſtances. '| gu 
That they are ſubſtances is evis] pe1 
dent, ſeeing that they are ſubjects of} pai 
certain properties and affections] of 
and a conſtane internal principle of par 
motion, which .is the very formal| thj 
notion of a ſubſtance. It remaines ons} eve 
ly therefore, that we demon | 
them to be incorporeal. 1 go 
Now for the clearing of this,it is] ate 
requiſite that we conſider wherein] 
confiſts the being of a body, and] « 
wherein conſiſts the being of an hu«| aal 
mane ſoul : nor can we uſe any pofli- 
ble means to come to an apprehen- 
ſion of their being, other than by' 
conſidering thoſe primary pany 
an 
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and properties whereby they make 


1 diſcovery of themſelves. 


| The firſt and-primary affcQion of 
'a body is that extenſion of parts, 
whereof 'it is compounded,and a'ca- 
pacity of diviſion, upon which, as 
ypon the fundamental mode, the 


,gures )and the local morions do de- 
pend : the /gwne being nothing but a 


04] particular dimenſions( that is, the fi- 
b 
by 


of the matter, towards ſuch & ſuch 
parts3 and /oce! motion being no- 
thiog bur diviſion, ſe that whatſo- 
ever may poſlibly be performed by 
ay body, it mult have its original 
ground -work in diviſibility,and its 
anal being in deviſjon, towards 
—- the ſituation, and figure, and 
etermined quantity of parts muſt 
make the diſpoſition. 


nl . Again for the being of our ſouls, 


if we refleft upon our ſelves we ſhall 


by 


find, that all our knowledg of them 
teſolyes into this, that we are beings 
conſcivus 


particular 8 derermined extenſion, 
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like: Nay, weare conſcjous to our 
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conſcious to our ſelves of ſeveral 
kinds of cogitations, that by onr out- | 
ward ſenſes we apprehend. bodily 
things preſent,that by our [magina- 
tion we apprehend things abſent, 
that 'we oft recover into our appres, 
henſfions things' paſt and gone , that. 
upon our perception of things wel} 
find our ſelves variouſly affected, ] 
ſometimes with pleaſtre or pain for | 
things preſent , ſometimes with hope, 
or deſpair of things abſent, and the. 


ſelves of objedts, which could not by | 
any bodily impreſſions be wrought ] 
in our fancies or our brain ; and of | 
ſuperiour paſſions anſwerable to | 
thoſe objects. In one word, wefind 
that our ſouls are a kind of eſſences. 
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| | ences | tj 
which are conſcious (or having a, cep! 
ſenſe) of things. | 7-44 
Now then weare to compare to- {yy 
gether theſe two properties of a bo-- 
dy and a foul,and ſo conclude either 
an agreement or a diſagreement in 
the 


; Part IL. #he ſouls of men; 


; the. natures of thoſe ſubjes. 


- And here upon the very firſt view 


| ofa conſidering mind it will appear, - 


that diviſibility is not apprehenſion, 
or judgment, or deſire, or diſcourſes 
-that to cut a body into ſeveral 
parts, or put it into. ſeveral ſhapes, 
or bring it to ſeveral motions, or 


| wire it after ſeveral waies, will not 
T 


e to bring it to apprehend or 


{defire 3 it is not the hammering 
+ and filing, and fitting of the wheels 
{of a watch, which can make it appre- 
{ hend the end for which it ſerves, or 


comprehend the motion of the ſun 


| which it is made to meaſure nor is 
© ]itmaterial whether we take an ex- 
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| | ample in things natural or artificial, 
2 4or upon what: principles of mixture 
L { veprocged, the concluſion will be 
* 1k the fame 3 for ſenſe, and pers» 


1 &ption, and apprehenſion, and de- 
fire, ec. they are as great ſtrangers 
4tothe cbſcure notions of heat and 
{cold , and moiſture, and drought, 


G and 
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and of thoſe elements to which they 
are aſſigned, to fire, and air, and 
earth, and water, as they are to 
quantity, and ſituation, and figure, 
and motion. and the like, there is no 
man certainly that can clearly ap- 
prehend, that combining any pros» 


porton of fre, and air,8& water, and | 


earth, ſhould make the lump ofit to 
know or comprehend what is done 
to it, or by it : weſcenot then any 


the leaſt mducement in our notion | 


of bodies fimple or mixed, or howſo» 
ever varied,to bring us to.an appre* 
henſion of cogitation. 

Nor yet will our refle&tion npon 
our cogitation bring. us to any -aps: 


prehenſion of corporeity or diviſibi= | 


lity : the truth is,our ſenſe and appre- 


henſion of bodies cannor infa!libly' | 
allure us, that there are any bodies} 


in the world, but we muſt be forced 
to an higher principle, whereon to 


ground that aſſurance,ſo. far is cogi-| 


tation & apprehenſion, and the like, 
- - from 


fl 
$ 
6 
. 


| 


I: 
| from wats. its being any car- 
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i e ſce manifeſtly , that 
upon the diviſion of the body, +the 
| ſoul remaines entire,and undivided : 
it isnot the loſs of an hand, or foot, 
ar: eye, that can maim the under- 
ſtanding, or the will, or cut off the 
 affeftions : fo that we have not any 
the leaſt inducement under the no- 
tion of cogation to involve divifi- 
'01, or under the ſubject of cogitation 
'toinclude the ſubje&t of divifion or 
divifibility. 
To :come then to a concluſion: it 
doth evidently appear,that corporet- 
ty conſiſts m divifibility,and that the 


felſence of the ſoul confiſts in being 


a conſcious eſſence, or a copgitative 


zent from being diviſible or exten- 
ded: Wherefore the eſſence of the 
ſoul is far different from rhe eſſence 
ofa body : Wherefore the ſouls of 
[men they are incorporeal cfiences, 
imp Tur SE, 

SECT- 


being,to be a cogitative is far diffe-' 
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SEC TIL. 
A further Proof of it by the general 
way of apprebenſton. | 


Ne” although the truth and cer» / 
tainty of propoſitions depends 
not upon themultitude of arguments 


whereby they are concluded, and fo | 


we have already ſufficiently difchar-: 
ged our undertaking 3 yet ſomthing- 
ſhall be further added towards the 
diſcovery of the ſpirituality of the 
ſoul,to he that it doth far exceed 
the ſphere of corporeity, and-1s not 
confined by the ſtreightning boun- 
dary of ſenſe : To this concluſion 
a: preparation will be made from: 
the General. way of our apprehend- 
ing,and it will be perfeftly inferred 
(Simple Apprehenfion. + 
from ourJJudgment. F-7 
Diſcourſe. +» 

And firſt of all let us confider our 
way of apprehenfions in the general, 
our apprehenſions even of ſenſible 
obiects 


"I 
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objeQs, for however we are apt to 


-imagine, that thoſe may be perform- 


,ed by bodies, upon an exact ſcrutiny 
we ſhall find it otherwiſe. That this 


| -may appeaf, we ſhall do well to ob- 


ſerve and take off an errour, which 
even from our childhood we have 
taken in : It isa common belief of 


'| ours, that ſenſe is performed in the 


outward organs; touching, for ex- 
ample, in the hand, ſeeing inthe eye, 
and ſo of the reft : (In them,Iſay, and 
not only by them) and then we pur 
our ſelves ro no further trouble, for 


-toknow how ſenſe is made;then only 
 tothink that ſomething hor, couch- 
' eth the hand, and ſo the hand feels 


heat, that the image of ſome body 
appears in the eye, and fothe eyecſces 
the body 5 briefly, that ſenſe is per- 
formed either by an immediate con- 
tat,as in touching and taſting 3 or by 
areſemblance, which by the object 
is wrought in the organ, and that in 
the matter of ſenfjible perception 

E there 
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is immtdiatly performed in the 
brain, and not 1n_the limbs, or ors} 
oans: We will inſtance only in the] 


there is no exceeding the power of 
theſe two bodies, the object, and the 


organ 3 nor any fuperiour operation | 
to that 'which may be performed by} 


the application of. ſeveral bodies: 
but to take off this impolſture of the 
ſenſes, 1 ſhall need to dono more, 
bur'to demonſtrate that all our ſenſe 


ſenſes of feeling and fight. 
_ Andfirſt, that our feeling is per- 


formed in the brain by the mediati-| 


on ofthe nerves, itis made manifeſt 


by our. obſervation of ſuch diſeaſe} 


as take away the ſenſe of feeling, 


how that the ſeat of thoſe diſeaſesith 


1s not inthe limbs, but in the head; 
Palleys, Cpy apes, Apoplexes, a 
the reſt: the 


operations are performed, and the 
way or reinedy for reſtitution of out 
feeling 
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eat of them is in thoſep |, 
parts of the brain from whence do 
ſpring*thoſe nerves by which ourſ 


HF Part IT. the Souls of men. . ST 
AT feeling, it is to take away thoſe ob- 

be} fructions from the brain, whereupon 

OB! the effett 'doth follow ; now a!l this 

by | were needlcfie, if ſenſe were per- 

s*| formed immediatly in the limbs 

the | themſelves : Indeed it may poſſibly s 

©] beimagined, that in thoſe caſes we 
nfe | re therefore deprived of ſenſe, be- 
the | cauſe our motion is intercepted'; that 
there is ſorxe afivity towards ſenſe 
the | depending upon the motion of the 
limbs : although there be no viſible 
et] ſtrepgth in this objeftion , yer there 
al! are ſufficicnt inſtances to take it off, 
feſt fecirig there either are, or lately were 
ſes] examples living of ſach as had ro 
Bf ſenſe at all of feeling, and yet perfor- 
SI} med their local motions perfectly. 
a9} Morcover many unqueſtionable cx» 
an} reriments have bin made of ſuch as 
"ole have affirmed, that they have felt in 
do} fuch a finger, and ſuch a toc, and 
our! that after their hands or their legs 
the] have been cut off. Many other jn- 


Out! ſtances and arguments may be 
og E 2 brougkc 
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bronght to prove, that the ſenſe of 
feeling is not performed in the out- 
ward limbs. 

And ſecondly, for the ſenſe of ſee 
ing, that that likewiſe is not perfor 
med in the eye, it is evident 3 the 
cauſe why it would ſeem to be ſo, is 
becauſe it is very evident, that 
image® of things do indeed paſs this 
ther, and are conveyed after diverſ 
refraftions ' and reflections throu 
the coats and humors of the eye, 
the botfom or that tunicle, which 
called retiformis, Hence it is obvi 
to conclude, that vifion is therefi 
performed without the eye. But 
this were ſo , befide that no r 
could be given why with both 
cys, and two imapes of it, we ſee 
one thing : it would neceſlarily foll 
thar we could not ſee any quan 
bigger than our <ye 1n its natu 
ſituation : for if images were ſeen | 
the eye, they would be ſeen as t 
arc in theeye; but in the bottom 
t 
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| the eye the images of things are in- 
verted, and conſequently the things 
themſelves would ſeem to be inver- 
ted, men would ſeem to us with 
thejr heads below, and their feet a- 
bove, that which is on the right hand 
would ſecm to be on the left. 
Now to prove that the [mages are 
there inverted, beſides the dem::n- 
ſtrative reaſons that ſo it muſt be, 
we' may at any time 'make experi- 
mentsto atteſt to thoſe demonſtro- 
toms. It is impoſſible but thar the 
viſual beams of larger objects muſt 
nterfe&t each other in the cye, and 
by that cutting one the other, the 
ſituation of che parts muſt be inver- 
tedz and thus much hath ever been 
apprehended , and confcſt by all 
thoſe that have underſtood the laws 
of radiation: 3 bur' ſome conceiving 
that by an inverted ſpecics an object 
could not be ſeen upright, have with 
D 7} mighty induſtry deviſed moſt inge- 
mY nous errours concerning waies of 
refraction 
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refraction , whereby the coats and. 
humours of the eye ſhould come to | 
reere the image. before it come to | 


the nerve, whereby viſion is perfor. 
med - but time and experience have 
evided all thoſe witty ſpeculations 
tro have been nothing but ſubtile 
and fine impoſtures of the fancies of 


their authors, aery reaſons of a vain | 


and ungrounded ſuppoſition - for it 
is evident to him that will take the 
pains to take of all the muſcles and 
tunicſles, which ſerve for the feeding 
and motion of the eye, and clear that 
part only, where the viſual nerve is 
faſtened, then darkening a room, 
and only leaving an hole ſufficient to 
receivethis eye, will ſtand behind it 
and look through it 5 to ſuch an one 
it will be evident, that the images of 
things withour are inverted in the 
bottom of the eye, at the place 
where is the paſſage of the viſual 
nerve: and conſequently, as mg 
was not performed in the hand, fo 
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Part Il. the Souls of men, 


neither is ſeeing-in the eye, but both 
of them in the brain. * 

But before things are conveyed 
to the brain, all-the corpora] fimili- 
tide will quite be marricd 3 the form 
of a man cannot be carrie through 
the optick nerve into the hollow of 
the brain, nor the quality of that we 


tonch be carried qufte along the 


nerves, from the fingers ends unto 


the he2d, and original of the nerves : 


but all that can be imagined to be 
done in the brain, it is in ſome motion 
and altergtion made either of a vel- 
lication of the nerves, or by a vapo- 
rous and ſpiritous ſubſtances , paſſing 
through them, which retains, no fig- 
nature of real Gmilicude ro the ap- 
prehenſions, which upon ſuch occa- 

ons or excitations men have of 
things: All that is done by the bodies, 
the odjett and the ſubject it is utter- 


ly different from the apprehenſion, 


which in man is begotten by them: 
there is no natural ſimilitude be- 
| twixt 


55 


twixt a motion in .the forepart of 
the' head , and betwixt an objet 
which we apprehend by itz our ap» 
prehenſions of things they far exceed 


thoſe bodily meanes, by which they | 
are occatianed, and conſequently the 


ſubje&ts of theſe apprehenſions do 


| Farexceed the ſubjects of thoſe poor 


and groſs productions 5 that is, the 

nature of our ſoules isfar other and 

berter than that of bodies, which was 
to be domonſtrated. | 
SECT. IV. 

The ſame further demonfirgged from 
the ſeveral as of the Soul, from 
ſfomple Apprebenſlons. 

E] Aving demonſtrated the fouls of 

men to be incoporeal ſubſtan» 
ces, from the compariſon of their 
properties with the affections of bo« 
dies, and therein finding no agree» 


meat or 96 grammars + and more- | 
over from the general way of our 


operations, which could not poſſibly 
proceed from any, moſt ſubtil varie- 
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the ſouls of men. 
ty, or applications of dodily ſubſtan- 


ces. It remains, that at this time we 
conſider the ſeveral kinds of the co- 


| gitations of men, and 
' from the 


_ apprehenſion, 
udgement, 
objects of Diſcourſe, 
conclude the immortality thereof. 
Firſt of all from ſimple apprehenſi- 
on, which is the firſt operation of the 
underſtanding of man, both. in na- 
ture and times3 and is the taking in 
of ſample objedts into the mind, and 
fo furniſhiog it with materials for 
judgment and diſcourſe : we ſhall 
find the the ſoules incorporeity ifwe 
ſbal but refle& upon ſuch fimple Ide- 
asin it ſelf, which repreſcnt things in 
themſelves incorporeal 3 for a corpo- 
real thing can neither be the Idea of 
an incorporeal being, neither can an 


| incorporeal, immaterial, be ſubje- 
| Qedin a material or corporeal : we 


found before , that the application 
of bodies could not produce v9 
enſe 
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ſenſe which we have of bod tes, mach 


leſs then can that produce in us Ideas 
incorporeal, yet ſuch,and very many 
ſuch we find to be within our ſouls. 

We find in our ſelves Ideas of 
ſpiritual ſubſtances, as of God and 
Angels, and of their fimple and in» 
corporeal properties and attributes, 
it is but returciing baek, an recal- 
ling into our remembrances thoſe 
demonſtrations of the ſeveral Attri- 
butes of the God-head, to which we 
did arife, even from the viſible things 
of thi: world, and they will ſatisfie us 


in this particular : our endeavour: 


there was to demonſtrate the truth 
of them in themſelves, here to.con- 
fider the way and manner of their 
objeive exiſtence in our apprehen- 
ons, and the truth: of demonſtrati- 
on which ſatisfies the ſouls of men, it 


is that clear agreement betwixt the | 
underſtanding and the obje& , that | 
is, that things be in the underſtand= | 


ing as they are in themſelves, We 
then 
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| 
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PartIll. the ſouls of men, 
then demanſtratedGod co be an i&1- 


material ſubſtance, wherefore ' we 


gained an apprehenfion of a ſub- 
ſtance immaterial and incorporeal, 
and of immaterial properties ; and 
conſequently the notions of the 
God- head an his attributes , were 
in our undeſtandings incorporeally, 
and ſo they are incorporeal. 

*F,, cannot here be denied, but thae 
in our ordinary anq tranſjent 
thoughts ant diſcourſes, we are very 
apt together with ſpiritual beings to 
draw into our fancies the images of 
things corporeal, for example , when 


, we ſpeak of God we are very apt to 


have in our fancies the viſible hea- 
ven, and a repreſentation of ſome 
thing ſitting or atting in them - when 


we think or ſpeak of Angels we are 


apt tocall to our remembrances the 


; ſhapes of beautifu), winged , acry bo- 


dies, and ſo when we meditate up» 
on Eternity, we are apt to reflect 
upon the image of time, of the re- 
volution 
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volation of the Sun and Stars, 
which are the uſual! meaſures of it, 
at leaſtwiſc of a ſucceſſive duration 
of things, and there are diverſe of 
us which terminate our thoughts in 
theſe images, and never obtain a 
Aight beyond them, nor ever come 
to obſerve in our ſouls the difference 
betwixt v4 DP" and intelleqtu- 
al apprehenſion : But yet notwith- 
ſtanding when we have paticnce to 
ſtay upon the conſideration of theſe 
objets, and warily attend to that 
inward light which we bear about 
us, we preſently rejeQt theſe images 
from the eſſence of God, and Angels, 
and Eternity , and by diſcourſe we 
ſtrip off theſe material and groſle 
repreſentations,. and find, that the 
cauſes why upon ſuch accafions as 
theſe they come into our minds, is, 
for that we commonly hear of them 
together, and becauſe of thoſe ſym- 
bolical expreſſions of theſe beings 
which have delivered tqus the know 


ledge 


Part II. the ſouls of mens 


.Jedg of them. Almighty God calls 


himſelf rhe antient of daies, and it is 
not our cuſtom to imagine any thing 
but cloathed with circumſtances in 
ſome place ; and the place that is u- 
ſually mentioned with God, it js the 
heavens, and thoſe heavens , which 
are the objects of our ſenſes and 
imagination, are the place of theSun, 
and Moon, and Stars 3 and ſoweare 
apt. to form to our ſelves an image 
of God, or at leaſt through incogi- 
tancy to let (lip into our thoughts a 
fancy of ſome reverend image, ſiting 
above the Firmament. | 

Thus likewife the deſcriptions wf 
the Angels, _— uſually madero 
us inScriptures by ſuch repreſentati- 
ons - we ſee nothing fairer then our 
own kind, and ſo we conceive of 


- them jn the faireſt ſhapes we can ima- 


gine, (and contrariwiſc of the devils 


ig the moſt ugly) _—_— to them 
wings, becauſe under ſuch forms the 


notion of them is veiled to us. 


And 


Ex 
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our ſouls. 


We know habitually that the na- 
ture and eſſence of the Angels that 
ſtood, it is the ſame with thoſe that 
fell away 3 however we have fair and 
pleaſant imaginations uſually when 
we ſpeak of thoſe of light 3 and ugly, 
& foul when we think of thoſe that 
are in chains of utter darkneſs : hows 
ever the name of Michael and his 
Arch-Ange!s recal into our minds 
the images of the faireſt of the chil- 
drenof men 3 and that of Beelzebub 


the Image of a Dragon. 


PareIT' 
And yet at the ſame time we 
know, and can perhaps demonſtrate 
evidently, that if God were a body, 
he could not be a God 3 that is, that 
the properties of a bodily ſubſtance 
can no way agree with that notion 
of the Godkead, which is immoya- 
bly faſtened - in the very eſſence of 


Solikewiſe the common meaſure | 
. Of the duration of things , wherewith 
weuſually converſe, they are hours 


_ and 


j 


.\PartTI. 
"and daies, and months,and years,and 


the ſouls of men, 


theſe are made by the revolution of 
the Sun;and of the Stars, and thoſe 
are attended with ſeveral poſitions 
ofthem in reſpe& of themſelves and 
us, with light and darkneſs, cold and 
heat, Witter and Summer, and thoſe 
other viciſlitudes - and ſpeaking of 
Eternity we preſently think of a 
long continuance, and focall into our 
imagination a long continued ſeries 
of theſe revolutions, &viciſlitudes; 
whereas yet we know, that-where 
thereis a viciſiitude, there is a pri-« 
otity, and where there is a priority, 
there muſt be a begining, and where 
there was a begining , that was not 


eternal :'tis plain, that if in eternity 


there were ſuch parts as daies and 
years, there muſt be as many mili- 
ons of years as minutes, and fo that 
a minute were equal really to a 


thouſand years , and ſo it follows 


clearly thatEternity even m our no- 
tion 1s an infinite and undivided un- 
F ſucceſlive 
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ſucceſſive duration. , 
Theſe examples are ſufficient to} 
ſhew the difference betwixt the in- | 
telleQtual apprehenfion of things, & | 
the imagination which accompanies 
our ſuperficial thoughts, (our ſlight 
and curſory taking than to - our | 
minds ) and to illuſtrate that, howe- 
ver in our fancies we may: have cor | 
poreal repreſentations attending | | 

upon theſe ſpiritual beings, yet the} 
Idea's whereby the underftanding } 
apprehends thoſe fimple eſſences, are|- | 
incorporeal, and conſequently the|' y 
underſtanding part of man is incor- a 
6 


poreal. 'q 


SECT. V. ts 
From Judgment and Diſcourſe. *', 


ce 
A now whatſoever of perfect 26 
on may be-evinced to bein thepyj 
ſouls of men from the ſimple appref 
henſionvfof fingle objects, may muciſy 
more ſtropgly be concluded fromfg 
k $# 


— 


1T:F Part 11. the Souls of wen. 
thoſe more perfet operations, exer- 
| ciſed in comparing ſeveral things 
together,, and working out the 
| eruths, ſtriking forth the light from 
thoſe collifions.A judgment takes in 
| ewo ſeveral fimple terms,and upon 
' them paſleth the ſentence of their 
eement or diſagreement. 
| - Adiſcourle takes into confiderati- 
| on two-of the judgments already 
pt, and decided by the ſoul, and 
: from thoſe two draws forth a third, 
and ſo brings into at thoſe truths 
' which folded in their cauſes lie in 
' the ſecret places of the ſoul conceal- 
ved from it ſelf. 
Now as the ſouls of men are con- 
I ſcions to themſelves of certain eſſen- 
: | ces within themſelves, which neither 
Fin their being, norin their oparati- 
- on upon the ſoul are any way mixed 
"with ought that is corporeal ; and 
fo from thence the incorporcity of 
ſonl was immediatly conclu- 
"ded, fo here in theſe (ſecond and 
g F third 
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The Immortality of Part IT. 
third operations of the ſoul, we have 

this further advantage, that however{ 
the ſimple objeAts which are the] 
terms in the matters of judgment. 
may be bodies, yet the afts of judg- 
iog, and diſcerning, & reaſoning,they 
are no bodily afts, nor come within | 
the compaſs of bodily motions tv be} 
performed 3and that even in thoſe| 
things which are moſt obvious to the | 
ontward ſenſes or the inward, the| | 
underſtanding partys yet carried: a] 
way far b-yond the bounds and ters| ' 
ritories of the ſenſes, and raiſes it ſelf] 
into the contemplation of cauſes off 1 
the things it either ſees or hears, ofÞ/ 
otherwiſe perceives, and frames to it 
ſelf conſequences and corrolaries}Þ' 
ſuch as are not ſenſible, but are onlyÞ\ 
diſcoverable by a diviner light. ByF 
this diviner faculty it is that ſeizing}* 
1PONn any thing whatſoever, frxing it} 
(elf ſteddily upon the contemplati-|« 
on of it, it paſleth from the mol} { 
contemptible of creatures, up to thef © 
income| 


, 
w 
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nave! incomprehenſible creator, it climbs 
everl up by, degrees, and paſſeth through 

the} the continued chain of cauſes till it 

nent comes to that link which is faſtened 

1do: | to the chair of God; it reſts not in 

they | things below , but ſoars up ſteddily 

chin | to:immenſity and eternity-[t is by 

» be | this faculty, that upon fight of the 

hoſe | cauſes of things, it doth foreſee the 

the | effeQts and copſequences: and. ſeeing 

the | the cffedts, it makes to it ſelf a con» 

4d a] duſion of what muſt be the cauſes, 

ters and by frequent exerciſe in theſe 
contemplations attains to a kind of 
maſtery over the works of nature, 

4 and produceth things ſtrange and 

i} wonderfull in operation, it applies 

the ative. powers unto the paſſive 

{as the Schoolmen ſpeak) and ſo itmi- 

ates God and nature in great and 
'mervellous concluſions. 

it} He obſerves the properties ot a 

i-{ deſpicable ſtone, and iy carried to 

far in the contemplation. of -the 
conſequences of  thoſc properties 
F 7 that 
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that he dares adventure himſelf up+ 
on the huge unruly ocean, undgr the 
conduR and derefion of it, and he 
finds experience to anſwer to his 
contemplation, he gets the maſtery 
of that unruly boiſterous clement: he 
rides ſecurely upon the back of the | 
dark waters: he makes a needle toy- 
ched with a ſtone to ſupply the place 
of the ſtars of heaven : when the eyes | 
of heaven are obſcur'd from him a- 
mid(t the darkwaters & thick clouds 
of the sky 3 heexamins all the cham]. 
bers of the Sun,and imitates himin{| 
compaſiing theworld,he goes out to#{ 
ward the Eaſt, & returns again from} 
the Weſt 5 returns, and tþat loadet 
with the treaſures of the world, with 
the bleſſings which Aoſes did" affignf or 
to Joſeph, Deut. 3 3. 13. the preciow} on 
things of heaven, ſor the dew, aud for. 
the deep,that toucheth beneathb,the pre 
cious fruits brought forth by the $un{ be 
and the precions things put forth by t 
Moon, the chief things of the antie 
mountain 
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the laſting hills, the precions things of 
the earth &c. he ſettles a correſpon- 


IC 

ts 

ry | the world, and opens a traffick be- 
he | twixt nations oppoſite in place, in 
ne { manners and affcctions, ſuch as had 
1- | lyen concealed from the knowledg 
| ofone another,even almoſt from the 
es | time of the Ark that floated upon the 
a- | waters : But what dol ſpeak of theſe 
ds| things? he diſplays the banner of 
m-|. Chriſt in the regions of death & bel; 


04 the Goſpel to the people that ſat in 
mm. darkneſs, & in the ſhadow of death : 
+ Whar ſenfivle Analogy or cdrreſpon- 
"dency is there betwixt the (ſituation 
-or motion of a ſtone, and the ſalvatt- 
"on of mankind ? and yet by various 
conſequences he diſcovers how by 
oF the meanes of that, this likewiſe may 
be effefted3he diſcovers ic,and puts it 
in a ſacceſsful and happy execution. 
What is there more ——_—_ 
then 


»- | monnttines, and the precious things of 


dency betwixt the utmoſt diſtants of 


in]; he ſheds forth the glorious light of 
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then a Gone? hardly any thing that is 
a ſubſtance, and yet it is ,much leife' 
contemptible then a ſhadow, he. obs 
ſerves alhadow, and that carries him 
aloft;to-a contemplation, and a dil- 
covery of that moſt glorious creature 
which comes forth-as a bridegroom 
out:of his Chamber, and rejoyceth a 
a Gyant to run his courſe ; From 
the ſhadow he:riſeth to the Sun in 
the Firmament, and toa perfect un- 
derſtanding of his, courſe in the Ec» 
liptick, and then brings back agaia 
his underftanding to the ſhadow, he 
inakes thereby an inſtrument that! 
ſhall deſign to the eye the daily! 
circuits of its motion : his eye that 
-4ve occaſion to his mind to diſco-' 


ver them in contemplation z and] 
now his mind is impregnated with} 


the light of knoſtledge, and returnes, 


with uſury to the ſenfes that occafi-| 
onal advantage which they afford-] 
cd it,and gives them the pleaſure of}, 


the viewing of its praftiſe 5 it gives 
ne 
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| the eye & hand directions for draw- 


ing of lines, which by theregular ap- 
plication of a ſtick, or wire, ſtone, 
or any other body, ſhall diſcover not 
only the diviſions of the day, the 
hours that are paſt, or-to come, bur 
even all the myſteries' of the. Suns 
motion 2 how 1t meaſures out the 
night, and in what quantity it diſ- 
pences out the the day: how near his 
approaches at noon, aud how far ci- 
ſtant he is from us at- midnight ; by 
what degrees he draws towards us, 
and by equal meaſures he retreates 3 
how he riſeth from his greateſt Son- 
thern declination to the North, and 


:from thence returnes again to his 


chambers in theSouth, having tbh» 
ed the boundaries that he cannot, he 
mult not paſsz and how in} this his 


; continual progreſs he difpenies the 


ſeveral ſeaſons of the year, what 


. timeheenters iato every {ign, when 
he begins to rejoyce the hoarts of a” 


py of the nations by his preſence,and 
! 
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that time he leaves them in the | 
darkneſs : theſe are but ſome few | 
and lefle conſiderable of thoſe won- 
ders which are performed by. that 
which hath no being. 

To inſiſt upon it , how the reaſon 
and wit of man hath found out ſeve- 
ral Arts and Sciences, from princt- 
ples moſt contemptible, how it art 
ſeth to moſt admirable ſpeculations, 
and upon poor beginnings to what 
iſſues 1t brings; how it can give the 
height or Hoes to which It never 
can approach;how by the applicati« 
on of a piece of wood , or other mat* | 
ter tothe eye, it can aſſign the di: 
ſtances, and places, and motion, and : 
appearances of the ſtars of heaven, 
and forctel the pofitions and combi- 

ations of the Planets, the Eclipſes | 
ofthe Sun and Moon to the gene- | 
rations to come : how it correQts þ 
the judgments of the ſences,anddes» 
monſtrates that to be far greater | 
then the world, which the eye yo 
ents 


— 
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| 
| quantities | but muſt be the iſſues of 


PartII.  theſoulsof men. 
ſents no biggar than a buſhel, nay, 


no bigger than the rowel of a ſpur : 
eo infiſt upon ſuch things as theſe, 
were tobe prodigal, and ſuperarro- 
gate in proving the incorporeal na- 
tare of the ſouls of men, and yet all 
theſe are nothing to thoſe more or- 
dinary things which it performs, 
when it afſigns and preſcribes to it 
ſels laws of murual fignification, by 
things which have no fimilitude 3 
when it deſigns notions to ſounds 
and ſounds to letters, and upon 
hearing the voice So!, or ſeeing the 


word /1an, we call into our minds 


the things which I have ſpoken of 


4 him,things which cannot be perfor- 


med by the colliſion of atoms, the 
motions or diſpoſitions of parts or 


ſpiritual eſſence: ſuch therefore are 


ts þ the ſouls of men, and ſo they are im- 


. 
” 
Q 


! 


mortal» / 


SECT, 
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SECT. VI. 

An Application of the former Propoſe. 
tions to the inference of a Religion 
in general, and a propoſal of the 
third in order to the Chriitian, 


® He third thing which 1 pro- 
pounded to ſpeak of by way of | 


preparation to the entertainment of 
the principles of our Religion, it was 
the authority of the holy Scriptures: 
chat which we have already demon- 
Arated was of a more genera) de- 
Gen,this comes to be more particu- 
Tar; that was againſt Atheiſm and Ir- 
religion, this agaiaſt ſuperſtition, and 
the falſe religions of the world, the 
will-worſbips of the Heathen &: the 


Jews, and of a party of thoſe that doÞ 
profeſs the name of Chriſt. Out of} 
what hath already been delivered af 


neceſlity of Religion in the general 
will reſult, for it is the firſt conf 

quence of reaſon from the confide- 
ration of the attribates of God, and 


the condition ang properties of the 
ſouls 


[L Part II. the ſouls of men. 
ſouls of men, for having by neceſſary 
f-1 force of argument drawn up the vaſlt 
0 numberof njankind to one original 
rhe] cauſc, even to God as their Creatour, 
|. we cannot chuſe jf we will infilt upon 
o- | that coniideration, but fa}l upon a ne- 
of | ceſiity of Religion. For if God have 
of | created man he muſt have done it 
as| for fome cad 6: purpoſe, ſeeing he is 
$: | anincelligent ageatz and ſuch agents 
n- | as work with underſtanding, they al- 
& | ways woik upon deſign, & propound 
u-| , ſome good to themlelves in all their 
r- ations, for they cannot be ſuppoled 
ad | to work but upon defire,and the ob- 
he ject of deſire is only goodneſs; if now 
he} we employ all our wit & our inven- 
do} tion to diſcaver what good: can ac- 
of} crue to the Godehead by the Creati- 
{af onof man, we can tind none that is 
ral} imaginable ifti.cthe way of profit or of 
ſe-$ gain : that which, the Pſalmiſt. hath 
Jef laid down is a concluſion following 
nd] from the light of reaſon, as well as 
hef from the ſpecial revelations of the 
\uls holy 
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holy Scripture that our goodneſs ex» |. 
tendeth not 10 God, and it was a que» | 


ſtion, which might with good con- 
ruity fal from Eliphaz the Temarite, 
ob. 22. 1. Can a man beprofitable to 


| God,as he that is wiſe may be profitable 


to himſelf * 1s it any pleaſure to the 
Almighty that thou art righteous? or is 
it any gain to him t hat thou makeſt thy 


way perfe#f And the matter of gain 


being excluded from the end of God 
in our creation, if we run over all 


the objets of pleaſure, which come , 


within the ſpheres of the ſouls of 
men, we (ball find no pretence of 
reaſon for anything of ours to pleaſe 


the Almighty,and fo tobe affigned 


as an intelligible cauſe of our creati- 
on, ſave only the delight which rhe 
God -head might take in the com- 
munication of his goodneſs, in the 
explication or unfolding of thoſe 
glories, which Jay cnwrapped within 
it ſelf,in having ſomething (if I may 
fo ſpeak) without, and beſides 'it ſelf, 


td. 


which | 


hats of 
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. which might be apprehenſive of the 


excellencies of it, might be ſubje&t 
and conformed to it, and might per- 
form towards it the acts of glorifica- 


. tion and praiſe, 


* So then the glorifying of God is 
all the end that can be found our, 
why God ſbould ever have created 
ns:and the next thought to this con- 
cluſfjon of our reaſon muſt be of the 
waies and meanes, whereby he may 
be glorified by us: and there again 
when\ye ſhall have run over all the 
waies imaginable, we can faſten up- 
on none other than the admiration 
of his excellency, the adoration of 
his Majeſty, the obedience to his will. 
And theſe are the aQs and perfor - 
mances of retigion, ſo that the con- 
fideration of the God- head and his 
Attributes do naturally caſt us upon 


- a neceflity of Religion, 


Now as the con(ider#ton of the 
God-head doth naturally enforce 
2 Neceflity of Religion , ſo doth 

likewiſe 
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likewiſe the conſideratjon of the Ims 
mortality of the ſoules of men : for if 
we ſha)! bur conſider, that our ſoules 
ſhal never fail of their exiſtence, but 
continue in being to all Eternity, we 
can hardly ayoid the thoughts of the 
ſhortneſs of our duration in this 
world, or the compariſon of the time 
of our duration here, with that other 
continuance which doth abide. for 
us hereafter:and if we will have the 
patience in our thoughts to infiſt up» 
on the proportion of a few,Syears 
unto. an unlimited and unmEaſura* 
ble Eternity , we (hall unavoidably 
fall upon this judgment, that our 


condition here is na way comparable | 


ro that-which ſhall be : that mamens : 
rany pleaſure bears no proportion 
ro eternal happineſs, or eternal miſe* 
ry : that theſe light affiiTions which 
are but for a moment , are not to be 


rompared ether to the joys or miſeries Þ 
which are to be expcaed, and conle- F 


quently that our care for this life 


ought 
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ought not, nor cannot in common 
rudence equal our care of eternity. 
bot en, whatſoever befalls us here, 
atlſconclude it requifite to pro= 


| vide that we be not injſerable here- 


after, and conſequently, that we 
make our ſelves a friend of him that 
bath the ifſies of death in his power 
and moderates and diſpenſes the 
rewards of Eternity : but there is no 
+ way to bave bim propitious to us 
| but by obedience, no reaſon to ex- 

et that he ſhould ſatisfie our long- 
ng, orfulfill our will toall Eternie 

, unleſs we fulfil his will for our 
' time of tryal in this [ife,and that is by 
| the exerciſe of Religion only attain- 


} able. So that the conſideration of the 


| Souls Immortality will likewiſe en- 
force us to a neceſlity of Religion. 
Thus far the common principles of 
' naturabreaſon will force us, even the 
firſt and moſt common. principles of 
intelligence, ſuch as are grounds of 
clear , eyident, and perfect demon- 
| {trationz 
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generate Parent, will ſerve to lead us 
(to the general neceſlity of a_— 
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ſtration3 ſo that it muſt be the Fool 
alone, as che Pſalmiſt, ſpeaks, which 
can be an Atheiſt, ſo that they are 
without excuſe whoever glorifi@ him 
not as God : thus far thoſe poor 
remains of light which yet are left to 
the-corrupted off-ſpring of oyr de» 


on:)but here indeed it leaves us 
ſtiture of the certain waies of pleas 
fing God: and conſequently deſtitute 


of clear and ſolid grounds of hope of | 
attaining to eternal happineſs. And 


here it is that the Scoffers and irrelj- 
gious men take occaſion to reaſon 


themſelves and others to deſtruction: | 


ſecing that riature hath here deſert- 


ed us, and left us no infallible Rules 


of particular waies of devotion, they 


contend that there are none ſuch, | 


and conſequently that our Religion 
13 vain,and uncertain,uncertain in the} 
the iſſue*, becauſe uncertain in the 
grounds and principles , and here 

now 


| 
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now againſt them we pretend , that 
wherein our hatural light hath fail- 
ed us, the mercy of God hath been 
pleaſed to ſupply us, that God hath 
not left us withour a certain rule 


and Canon of Religion, not without 
' a light ſhining to us in this dark 


place, particularly that he hath gi- 
ven to us his holy Word to be a 
Light to our feet, and a Lanthorn to 
our paths, and that the book of the 


holy Scriptures are that Word of 
God. 
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Concerning the truth and Authority | 


of our Scripture, 


A A 


— — —— — — — - —— —_— —— —_—_— —— — 


<0 | 

SECT. I. | | 

Petitions and Cantions premiſedtotht 
queſtiow- 


Ou will do me the favour 

Y to conſider , that our preſent 
controverſie is againſt thoſe 

that deny the Authority of the holy 
Scriptures , ſo that we cannot have 
the advantage of thoſe Arguments 
which in every other controverſie 
of Religion are the moſt valid: I 
mean Arguments drawn from the 
Authority of the Scriprures them» 


ooly authentick rule of deciſion of 
ſach 


PartIll, Anthority of Scripture. 


ſach differences as do ariſe; ſuch as 
do indeed ariſe in the Church of 


of that faith, which is delivered in 
theſe holy Books, this IT ſay they 
agree upon in theſe general terms, 
however with wonderfut heat and 
diſtance they vary in' their judg- 
ments whether or no ſome particu- 
lars be of the recommendation of 
theScripture. It is then the common 
prigeipte of Chriſtians, and the ulti- 
mMe rule for the judgment of thoſe 
that are within: but as for them 
that are withour the Church, they 
are likewiſe our of the juriſdition 
of this Canon or Judge, and to give 
over their incrudelity ' or rather in- 
fidelity )as ſome of our Divines have 
done, with this i!l- interpreted axiom 
for rejeton, that they deny our 
principles, and ſo are not worthy to 
be diſputed with, or to refer them 
only to the 4/77 /z of the Scriptures, 
and to the Spirit working with the 

G 2 reading 


God,who all do agree in a profeſſion - 
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reading and hearing of them, it 
might be to prove a ſcandal to them! 
without; and to ſuch asare weak and 
waveing within, it were tacitely to . 
imply, that we have no way togain 
the queſtion, uflleſs out of courteſie 


the adverſary be pleaſed to yeild it } 


to us, foreſolve the motives of our | 
Catholick Faith into private impul- | 
ſes and patticular dictates of the. 
Spirit ( arguments of very great cre* 
dit and reputation due to our g ; 
as particular favourites of the 


Spirit, but ſuch as being deſerted by | 


the renor and regiment of our lives, 
render us diſhonorable to that ho 
Spirit whereto we pretend, whil 


in the apprebenfion of men wedo at | 
leaſt obliquely entitle it to ſuch aRi- | 


ons as are inconſiſtent with it, pro | 
feſling we hold our faith by private: 
revelation, ard conſequently have 
our underſtmndings taken up by the 
holy Ghoſt at ſuch time as our wills 
are guilty of enormous fins, ) A fancy 


that 


* 
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It 


that is the mother of diverſe prodi- 
gies lately broken into the Church, 
as that God ſees no fin in believers, 
that Murther,Adultery, Inceſt, Sacri- 
ledge, ( any thing) may be commit- 
ted, and that theſe arc no fins in 


| believers, for thus they argue, that 


they which have the holy Spirit 


]. are free. from (in, ſuch as do believe 


the Goſpel they have the holy Spi- 
ris, becauſe there is no other motive 
ſufficient beſides a private illumina- 


| tion, ſo then they cannot be guilty 


' mentioned ; 


. no ſins. 


E 


of ſin, but yet they may, and do 
commit ſuch things as thoſe we 
wherefore thoſe are 
Thus doth Satan transform 
himſelf into an Angel of light , and 
afts his Tragecies in the likencſle 


1] "ofthe boly Spirit : Nay weſay, and 


do believe that the Divels at/o be- 


lieve and tremble , that the Kingdom 


of heaven is like a net which drew 
to ſhare fiſh. of all ſorts, ſome to be 


put into veſlels, and others to be 
thrown 
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thrown away, We ſay and do ac» 
knowledge to the glory of God, ' 
that the internal light of the holy 

Scriptures is ſufficient to make the 
man of God perfect to ſalyation, and 


” 


——— 
- 


that in ſome it is the means of gene- | 
rating faith in men, but that the 
moſt of thoſe believers who have the 
happines to be trained up from their | 
infancy in any part of the Chriſtian 
; Church, by obſerving the eſteem 


which in their Church is had of thoſe 


holy Books, they do betimes upon 


the reputation of their Church re- 


ceive them with a kind of venerati- | 
on, that upon this motive they re+ 


ceive the faith; and that others do 


npon other inducements entertain Þ 


It ; andonce for all we ſay, that be- 
fides the ſecret and free illuminations ; 
of the holy Spirit, theſe want not ar- 
guments toenforce the reaſon of un- 
byaſſed men to entertain the Scrip» 
tureas the Word of God,an that all 
ſuch as without the engagement of 

perverſe 
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%, 


| believe too little, an 


p 


perverſe affetions ſhall! admit thoſe 
Argumevts in their apprehenſions 


. muſt neceſſarily be of thac belief. 


"Before I betake my (elf to the 
proof of his aſſertion, I muſt pre- 


miſe, that by the books of the holy 


Scripture, I mean ſuch books of the 
old and new Teſtament as in the 
Church of Ervgland have been ac- 
counted Canonical,and that I intend 


_ not hereto take up the controverſie 
- which is betwixt the Church of 


Rowe, and us, concerging the Books 
which are Apocryphal, the drift of 
my diſcourſe being _— thoſe who 
not thoſe who 

believe too much. 
Secondly, I muſt premiſe, that we 
are not here to expe the neceſſity 
of demonſtrations, but muſt con- 


tent our ſelves with ſuch arguments - 


as the nature of our ſubjc&t will ad. 
mit : there can be no true and per- 
fe&t demonſtration , unleſle the pro- 


perty to be demonſtrated do natu- 
rally 
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. man ſhall be able to deny , without 
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rally flow from the ſubject of the 
demonſtration- In matters then des- | 
pending upon the free election of 
cauſes, there cannot poſſibly be any. 
perfect demonſtration , and ſuch 1s 
che givipg of a rule of life in reſpe&t 


—. 
he od 


of God, ſo that there cannot be a / 


perfect demonſtration of it. So then 
we muſt content our ſelves with ar- : 
guments falling ſhort of the neceſli- 
ty of demonſtration, but ſuch as no 


denying ſom, ſuch principles as all 
men do acknowledge to be true. 


SECT. If.” | 
The Aſſertion reſolved into 1wo Pro- 
poſitions , the former undertaken, 
that whoſoever believes the Hiſto- 
rical part of the Scripture muſt be- 
Tieve the Do@rinal. 


| 

TE believe that theſe Books of 
Scripture are the Word of God, 
there | 
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{ thereare very great and important 


ps , 


reaſons. 
2. Todiſbelieve it, there are no 
-—_— or not any ſufficient rea- 
And firſt of all, to prove that thoſe 


- books of Scriptures are the Word of 


God, it is ſufficient if we prove the 
truth of them , becauſe themſclves 
pretend to be of divine inſpiration. 
A\l Scripture 1s of divine inſpiration, 
the tenour of the Old Taſtament 
runs generally thus , The Lord ſpake 
wnto Moſes, or other of the Propbets , 
ſuch as were the Penmen of the holy 
Scripture :;lndeed the general pre- 


tence of thoſe that wrote both Ta- 


ſtaments, is, that holy men did ſpeak 
and write, as they wete inſpired by 
the holy Ghoſt, ſo then, if this pre- 
tence of them be true, it mult be 
true, that it proceeded from the holy 
Ghoſt, and* conſequently to prove 
the truth of it will be ſufficient to 
conclude that it is the word of Cod. 
Now 


3g 


The Trath and Part Ill 
Now as concerniog the truth of! 
thoſe writings we have 1. the ſame 
Arguments, or as 'great, as for the; 
truth of any writings in the world: 
Nay 2; we have arguments ( moral 
Arguments) to evince the truth of 
them, ſuch as no other writings can? 
pretend ro. That we may ſhorten 
what we have to rm, you may | le 
conſider that the things delivered to } th 
us in the boly Scriptures are either 
matters bf Hiſtory, or Doctrine 3 and 
that theſe are frequenely interwoven 
in the Scripture, ſo as when S, Mobs} 
thew doth in an hiſtorical narration 
bring in our Saviour preaching in 
the Mount, and delivering therea 
ſummary of his doftrine 3 So that it 
will appear, that if the hiſtorical part 
of the Scripture be undoubtedly 

true, there cannot rationally be any 

deubt made of thoſe dottrinal rules 

and precepts which there are delive- 

red. As for the doftrine of any party | 
whatſoever ccncerning God, there 1s 
not 
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ready -to evince the truth of ic, as 
God himſelf, freely atteſting to the 
deliverers of it by mighty figns and 
wonders, by great and undeniable 
miracles, ſuch as are inſtances of the 
immediate hand of God 5 ſuch as by 
s&&ilful & knowing men are acknow- 
ledged to be no way performab)e by 


the preſtigiatory art of Magicians, 


or by the power of evil Spirits. Such 
were the miracles which are delive- 
red to us by Moſes all along the 
courſe of Gods bringing the children 


'of 1ſrsel out of Egypt to bis own lands 


and thoſe afterwards wrought by 
the Prophets. And ſuch were the 
works' of our bleſſed Saviour all a+ 
long the courſe of his Miniſtry be- 
fore his paſſion,and ſuch and more 


admirable was his reſurreftion and. 


aſcenfion. Whoſoever doth believe, 
that there was ſuch a wen as Moſes, 


'that this man Moſes did pro 
4 tived from 


| himſelf to have rec 


God | 
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God a law, which was to be delivered 
toa people, he may hitherto very ' 
well doubt , whether or no he was. 


not deceived , in imagining that he | 


bad received ſuch a law. But if with- 
al he ſhall be aſlured or ſtedfaſtly 
believe, that this man Z2teſes, to make 
good his prerences to Gods revelas | 
tions, could obtain ſo much of God, 
(as to the cycs and ſenſes of millj« 
ons of gainſayers and oppoſers of 
what he did deliver )) to ſhew great 
and - palpable miracles : whoſoever 
doth believe that he did turn a rod 
intoa ſerpent, and that back- again 
(v2 14h that by ſtretching forth / 
that rod upon the river Nils be tur» 
ned their waters into blood, and ley | 


their fiſh:;how afterwards he brought | 
frogs upon all the land of Fgypr, even 


into their Kings chambers3 how he | 


brought flies, and Caterpillars , and 
lice, and thunder, and lightning, and ; 
mighty hail-ſtones z how he brought 
botches and murrain among(t -_ | 
and 4 
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OR 


and cattel; how he brought upon 


| all the land of Fgypr a darkneſs that 
might be felt,” and ſlew their firſt. - 


born; afterwards how he devided the 
Red Sea for the people to paſle 
through it, and when he had ſerved 
the turn of his party, how the flouds 
returned and overwhelmed .his ene- 
mies ; he that ſhall believe that after 
this he brought water out of the 
rock, (weetned the waters of Marab, 
brought Quails into the wilderneſs, 
procured Manna to fall about their 
tents all the week , and none upon 


| the Sabbath 53 how thefire from Hea- 


ven conſumed Nadab and Abihn, on- 
ly for adventuring to offer ſtrange 
re, otherwiſe than he had preſcii= 


bed them : that the earth opened and 
fwallowed up Kerth, and covered 
* the congregation of Abiram ; that at 
the time of the promulgation of his 


| Laws, God bimſelf appeared viſibly, 


that the glory of his preſence over- 
ſhadowed the Mount , how there 


were 
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were thunder and lightnings, and 4 
thick cloud upon the Mount, Exod, 
Ig. how Mount Sinai was altogether 
on a ſmoak,becauſe the Lord deſcen, 
ded upon it in fire, and the ſmoak | 
thereof aſcended as the ſmoak of s 
furnace, and the whole mountain 
ſhaked exceedingly. Whoſoever bee 
lieves theſe works to have been done 
by the ſame party that profeſſed a = 
revelation from God , cannot avoid #het 
the belief of his profeſſion , unleſs he }at1 
can believe, that God by ſo great {aki 
miracles would atteſt to Blaſphemy || 
and Sacrilegious impoſtures, a thing | 
which is palpably mad to be belie- Ye 
yed, and is againſt the light of com- 
mon ſenſe and reaſon. . 
So likewiſe whoſoever doth believe] 
that in the daies of Anguſtns Ceſar] 
there was ſuch a man as Seas of Ne} that 
Zareth , commonly called Chriſt, and}od « 
that this man did profeſs himſelf tol ond 
be the Son of God, and pretended tolfNaci 
deliver all the world a way - Re-]fuch 
10100, þ 
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. wr ies 

\{ that preſently after ic a Star appear- 
Jed co wiſe men in $ 

){conduted chem to the place of his 


fatleaſt he will 
take, if he ſha 


4 
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; CI of life eternal , an 


| tion of the ceremonies of the 
former law, and thoſe other things 
which he profeſſed, there is no neceſ* 
fty that he ſhould believe , that ci- 


ther he was che Son of God, or that 


his doQtrine was infallible. But if tro- 


getber with theſe profeſſions he ſhall 
take into belief thoſe 'things which 


Jefus did, though for bis own ſake 
oe 7 [4 : 


ce no reaſon to believe him, yer 
ieve for the works 


believe that Goa 
himſelf did atteſt to thoſe profeſii- 


| ons, he wil likewiſe believe thoſe pro- 


ons of his to have true, and 
atteſtation he will believe,if he 
ſhall believe that a lit I 


birth a company of $ appeared 


e Eaſt, and 


ivity : that in his life time he did 


fuch works as never man did : _ 


told them ofirz : 
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he turned water into wine, commas» 
ded the winds and the ſea : how he ' 
cured all manner of diſeaſes with his 
Word, how he gave fghkt to ſuch as 
were born blind, which was never ; 
known ſince the world began;how he 
cured moſt obſtinate diſeaſes of long 
continuance meerly by the touching 
of his garment - how he caſt out de- 
vils from ſuch as were poſſeſſed: how 
he raiſed up the dead to life, and e- \ 
very way demonſtrated the power 
and preſence of theGoud- head: 3 how | 
at the time of his crucifixion the 
frame of natnre ſeemed to be diſlol- ' 
vedz how the vail of the Temple 
rent, and the graves opened, & ma«: 
ny bodies of thedead, which ſlept, a- 
role & came into the holy city, and} 
appeared to many ;z how there was 
 darknc(s over all the earth, the Sun 
eclipſed at tht time of the Jewiſh 
paſleover , when the Moon was at 
the full, and laſtly how after three; 
daies he aroſe again , appeared wy | 
ral} . 
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wer to .perform | the miracles 


/| which he had done , and viſibly aſ- 
] cended up into Heaven : Whoſoever 


doth believe theſe natters of fa, 
muſt of necefſiry believe the do- 
Arines which he deliveredzunleſs he 
will accuſe God of bearing fall wit- 
neſs,or own ſome ſuch other deteſta- 
ble and odions incongruity. 

You ſee then, how the matters of 
fa being cleared, and the hiſtorical 
nar;ations being aſſerted to be rrue, 


| the doctrinal parts will follow of 


their own accord: and tharif we can 
clear ſuch things to have been per- 


| formed by Moſes, and Feſus of Naz a- 


retb, and that ſuch dodrines were 
delivered by them; ir followes,thar 
thoſe dodrines are true, and are the 


Ward of God. 
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1he kinds and degrees of the cinſtr of 
HiRorical Faith in gener dl. | 


| T remains therefore,rhat we make 
it appear. that the ſacred Hiſtories 
ate true, and that no man, pretend- 
ing to ttaſbn', can juſtly refule t6 
admit rat printiple into tis beliefs 
there Makes | 
£1. The ſame reaſons rb6 be- 
\ lieve chv/e Hiltortes; that 
being there ate to believe! any 
Hiſtoriec. / 
/ 2, More ttiion to believe 
them than any other: 
Fitſt rhe, Whoſoevet doth deli- 
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berate with himfelf, abobr that Que* | 


ſtion, whether or nv he thould- give 
credit ro any Hiſtory propotiitied, 


im 


can poſſibly find no other conſides | 


_ rations ro ſway his judgment , than 
ſuch, as eithecrare taken trom the | 


thing ir ſelf,that is delivered,or from 
rhe 
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Antborit ty of Scripture. 


the perſons which have delivered 
the relation, and from ſuch qualifi- 
cations of them as upon the grounds 
of reaſon he can Boar, If the 
matter ir ſelf do inyolve a clear and 


evident contradiftion tro ſome natu- 


ral principle, it is not the aſlevera- 
tion of all the men of the world 
that can work a belief in the under- 
Nanding : it not being in the power 
of man to entertain a belief contrary 


10 his knowledg, although ir may 


produce in him a doubring,wherther 
or no he have not ſuffered any fal- 
lacy to be impoſed upon him, and 
ſo he may be wrought to run over 
the matter again unto himſelf, and 
follow ic with ſtrict and wary atten- 
tion backwards and forwards in re- 
ference to his principles. 

Bur if the thing ir ſelf be nor in- 
credible, however difficulter ſtrange 
it be, that which then he doth con- 
fider is, the qualities of the relators, 
and the manner of the relation, and 
H 2 there 
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thereis not any improbability pro« 
ceeding from the difficulty or rhe 
rarity of the accidends, which may 
not be outweighed by the known 
diſpoſition and properties of the Re- 
lators. 

Thole things which men do con» 
ſider in the Relarors of things, in or- 
der to yeelding their beliet, they 
refer eicher to 

Underſtanding 
the? or Coldbelietinnd 
CWil SJ 
( Sufficiency 
and cocern either theiry or 
( Integrity, 

Men uſually conſider whether or 

no the things be ſuch as may be cer- 


rainly and evidently known, and | 
whether rheſe parties had ſufficient | 
means to come to the certain know- | 
ledge of them, and whether they : 
contain themſelves in their relations ! 
within the boundSof things liableto | 
certain knowledge: Thus then thoſe 
things | 


; 
; 
) 
- 
) 
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things wh may be certainly known 
theyare the outward eventsof things 
whereas the ſecret cauſes may Jie 
concealed:the former are ſuch as are 
the objets of common ſenſe, and 
come within the cognizance of all : 
the latter are ſuch as are indiſcove- 
rable by any man,rhey being often=- 
times made up of a complection of 
a&ions and diſpoſitions of multi- 
tudes of mens or things pertetly ro 
be known only of him that ſees ail 
Sings in ſpeculo eternit (13s. 

' Itche Hiſtory (or Relation) con- 
tain it ſelf within the bounds of evi- 


{dence and certainty, the next thing 


to be conſidered is, whether or no 
the party that 1s Author of the Rela- 


[tion had ſufficient means of know» 
lledg 3 whether himſelf were an eye 
- Jorear witneſs of the thing Which he 


relare ; or whether the things were 


lopublickly acted and known , thar 


[te might certainly, and particularly 
[aform himſelf, without any danger 
If 


df deccit. 


IO2 


 falſhood, inſtead of truth, and be 


If the party be of known ability, 
both in himſelf, and in reference to 
the things, the next queſtion will be 
of his inregrity , and whether there 
be ſufficient reaſon to believe, that 
he would not volunrary deliver a 


cauſe it is not reaſon tro believe that 
men would lie, unleſs they either be 
known to be corrupt, or ſome end 
be viſible of gain ro them from their 
lying. Men uſe to conſider thelſs 
things likewiſe before they ſeztle 
upon beli:f. | 

Theſe are the grounds, and conſe 
derations , and inward diſcourſes 
whereupon men do proceed to the' 
receivinz of hiſtorical belief; even of 
any relations wharſozver z anc ac- 
cordinply as all of theſe conditions 
be clear or obicure, doubrful or cer-J 
eain,ſuch 1s rhe ſtrength of mens be- 
lief , if al! of them concur, there Fe- 
mains n0 reaſon at all of doubting /* 
if ſome of them fail, there will fol- 
low 
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| oy a debility ,, anſwerable in the 
ief;s ſecing that che b<lief of the 
ncluſion. can never exceed the 
rceand gvidence of the premiſſes. 
Ihe; there is, or lately hatch been 
ſach,a City as Row:, or Fliernſale m, 
a Para, there are none of us thar 
doubt , although we haye not ſeeu 
them 5 becauſe chey are things very 
cafily.known, as beipg the objyd&5 
of the eyes ; bicauſe the reporters 
bave been there tg ſee them, and be- . 
cauſe noend or reaſon can be ima: 
ivy why, or how men ſhould con:- 
ne to abuſe thoie thar have act 
travelled, 

That there have been form: iv 
ſuch Cities as Corinth, and Philipp!, 
| and Lacedemon,&c.we mal.e even as 
| little doubt as of the former, brcauſ- 
| the things in their nature arc e1- 
dently to be known, & they have 1! 
1 of them been mentianedinthe Books 
] of Polzbius or Plutarch, or a multj- 
tude of Hiſtorians that knevy them. 
Thar 
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That the Hiſtory of C2/or's Wit | 
againſt the Gawles is true; though | 
wrirten by himſelf,it is b&ievedibe. | 
cauſe of his abiliry to know,and{ be. 
cauſe it makes not rhings # T to 
be ſtrained in his behalf, becauſeit 
might have been contradifted} if it 
had been orherwiſe, and becauſe he 
is delivered ro us in rhe Complexion 
of Hiſtories,asa man of hoficur, chat 
would nor wrire a lie. 

Thar rhe Hiſtories of Saluſff are 
true, it is believed, becauſe KEwrote 
of chings done within the compaſt | 
of his time, whereof he mighr well 


inform himſelf, he was:'man of * 


knowledg, and could not gain by . 
any thing thar he hath delivered, if | 
it were untrue, 

That all of theſe Hiſtories werd | 


writea by thoſe that bear the name | 
of them , rhere is hardly any man | 


that doubrs, beczuſe there is no'im-" 
probability inreaſon: they hive been | 
conſtantly ſo recieved in the world, | 


The Truth and Bikes | 


and | 


; 


; 


"Tarr. MWrboruty of Scripture. has 
| #nd mentionediuccceffively in Au- 


thors following- one .anortler. from 


| their ſeveral generations down to 


ours. (11*T 4 ; K 

/We ſee the various degrees of qua- 
Hfications (ſome of! rhnem ) upon 
which we build an' hiſtorjcai belief, 
that this belief 'comes ſhort of the 
clearneſs of our aſſent co a Marhe- 
matical demonſtration is evident ; 
becauſe there'is an abſolute impoſ- 
fibility that things ſhould be other» 
wiſe, (there: being a contradiction 


| involved in the very terms, and i 


4djea) but here is no impoſſibility 


'| bur only--an exceeding difficulty 


which makes up (nor:indeed a Ma- 


| themaricalpbur) a mortal impoſhii+ 
| lity ; ir is potlible char all men may 
| combine rogerher to ſay, thur they 


have ſcen ſuch things as they have 
not ſeen,becauſe every man 1Sa lyzt: 
but how they ſhould come to do it, 
orto what end, islo inviſible and 
inconceivable, that the watter, ta- 
ken 


ken in the groſs, is altogether incre- 
dible. It is abſolutely-poſſible that 


all thoſe writings which we ;receive | 


as delivered down from :anciemt 
times,may: have been of late"deviſed 
by ſome men ro abuſe the world, 
and pur upon other names : but to 
what endany man ſhould rake the 
pains,and how they ſhould fir thew 
with circumſtances, and make thew 
all depend upon .each oiher, in a 
conſtanr ſucceſhon, agreeing in the 
mention cf perſons,places,and afti- 


ons /, is athing ſo'difficult ro con» | 
ceive , as, that It would argue mids | 


veſs to believe ir, and conclude him 
to want the 'uſe of. reaſon, that 
ſhould rejeR the lighri off at! anti 


quiry. 
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| thoſe whoſe Names they bear; the 
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SECT. IV. 


tn Application of thoſe general 
grounds to the Hiftory of toe New 


tiow, That there 14 a5 great reaſon 
to believe the New Teftamemt, as ts 
believe any Hiſtory in the world, 


—_ madneſs then, and no leſs 
it were to reject the Hiſtories of 


| the holy Scriptures, no leſs mad- 
| neſs: Nay ir is much greater , and 
{ thar not only becauſe they are of 


more Cconcernment to us then the 
as of men of former times, but e- 
| ven becauſe of the advantages of 


| the delivering of thoſe Hiſtories. We 


will begin with thoſe of the New 


Teſtamenr.; wh 
And here firſt, The Books of the 
New Teſtament were written by 


four 


Teflament and 4 praoff of this Aſſers | 
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four Goſpels were writren by the !JCh: 
four Evangeliſts,and che Adts of the | ter 
Apoſtles wete wrirten by Saint 'Jyei 
Luke, &Cc. | | 
Now that theſe Books were writ- 

ten by theſe men, it is impoſlible af. 
firmatively ro demonſtrate; all rhat 
can be ſaid is, That chereis as great 
evidence of it,as of anyorher writing | 
in che world; that by whatſoever ar- 
gument it can be made appear, that 
any Books have bcen written by oe 
thoſe who are reputed for their Au- |} 
thors i0 antiquity, (that the works iual 
of Hower,or Plato,or Ar iſtot!c,or T ule * 
ty, are theirs) by the ſame ic may. be "jp 
madeevident, that theſe have pro- © |ver 
ceeded fram our Authors. _ 

Have they been fuccc{fively delives [meat 
red? ſo have thele : have they beew ot g 
concinuglly mentioned under thoſe june 
names-ſo have theſe:have they beet ? lm, 
acknowltdged by all parties?ſo have Pc 
theſe.z thole thar in the primitive þ At 
mes did oppoſe the dottrine of Mic 
190! Chriſt 


Part INT. Authority of 8criptare. 
Chriſt, yer did it not under the pre- 


| ſtence that theirBooks were ſpurious, 
either Jews nor Pagans had the im- 


dence to make that objcRion. Fe-. 


lien the Apoſtate doth freely ac- 
zowledg (Cyril/.10.)that the Books 


which by the Chriſtians were recei- 


* red under rhe names of Peter, Paul, 
x Watthew, Mark, Luke, &c, they were 
he wrirings of thoſe Authors. 

It is true, rhat there are ſome 
books received of the Canon of the 
New Teſtament, whoſe Authors are 
known, as the Epiſtle to rhe He- 
$.and ſome others: bur concern- 
ng them I hope to ſpeak in an- 
ering thoſe objections which are 
made againſt the Scripture, In the 


: 
\ 


. 
; 
- 
Q 


: 
re 


« |Jnean time we may juſtly aſſume ir 
y [or granted, thar thoſe wherecf no 
e \qeſtion hath been made in ancient 
"limes , are the writings of thoſe to 


om they are aſcribed. 

e | And now this being ſuppoſed, 
f Which cannot with any pretence of 
(t reaſon 


e / 
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reaſon be denied, it follows cleatly 
that the 1hings they have related ay jy 
to be believed: for firſt, the thingy 
which they have delivered they were [i 
matters eafily to be known ; in re [pd 
ſpe of the things themſelves, they (Ct 
were matters of fa&, and ſpeecche jyle 
performed by our Saviour , or by fig; 
themſelves: Secondly, the a&ts wen iv: 
2@ed publickly in the tace of thy 
vorld, and the ſpeeches which they 
deliver as ſpoken by others, they 
were for the moſt parr ſpoken pubs 
lickly, cither in the Synagogue, or igphe 
the Temple , or to the multi 
tome where g:thcred rogerher, on fither 
mountains by the (ea {9e, in publick 1 
places: ſo ay rhey might have ea 
ly been contradicted, if they ſhouldÞ: a, 
have delivered a ta!ſhood : Thirdlfiffhar 
the parties which have deliveredſWri; 
them had” a!l the oppertuniries Mind | 
the world to know the rtrurh Elie 
things: they were things done eithgMt { 
by themſelves, or within their - oe ) f 

ight}: 


IL Pct HI. Authority of 8c7;pture. 
ly Bowe of he for the greateſd 
res or at Jeaftiwile in the tines and 
laces where the reporters lived. 
we | Mathew and:DAn,the rwo Ryans 
6& \bfiſts which wrote the "Hiſtory of 
e Chriſt, chey-were two of his Diſci« 
ey les - ewo that were intimately ac« 
by {adinted with his aRions; and His 
en #6: ds, more familiar with him thar 
thy he reſt; che bhe was the diſciple that 
ef fas loved, and uſed ro-lean- en his 
hey (blome, ay they lay at meatz the 
ther was uſually taken with him, 
riq Men moſt of the reſt were lefr be- 
al tid;and hence it follows, rhat they 
n {ſiemſelves wete preſent at alnioſt 
lickifll rhe a&ts, and ſpecches which they 
Whkive delivered, 
| "Mark and Luke, the other two 
dfSangeliſts, rhey lived in the ſame 
Kricories, at the ſame time, where, 


when our bleſſed Saviour be 


it 

1 Efowed his converſation g and more- 
that S* Adark was Cas *tis very proba- 
owe) firſt a Diſciple of $, Fan, who 
180 was 


. The Truth and Part 11; | p; 
was. miraculouſly choſen-to deliver; |-g 
the docrine of Chriſt : Afterwardg þ6 
he was. undoubtedly-a: Diſciple-as 
companion» of $., Peters Who: was an 
Apoltle of our Saviour ,' did liye 

wiliarly, cogether with him, was pre; |-or 
ſent at almoſt all 5hipgs. which 447k | be 
hath written : and beſides. whatever | all 
is delivered by S. Merk,,1$ tO be | his 
found in the writings of the Apoltley, | his 
Luke was an individual companiod | at 
of Paul, and ſo he might learn of him 
ſuch things as he delivered ; belides | gre 
that he faith , that he ſppke withſan 
thoſe that were cyc witnefles of the |-Js, 
things which he delivered , he w#| dot 
born near hend, he travelled rhruugh|-cou 
Palefiina, might converſe with-;tholt| 
very men , upon whom: je/ws: bad}; 
wrought his miracles ; ſuch; as half 
ſeen the , Lite of Jeſ#s, bis Death, 
Reſurre@ion. Mag 

The as of the Apoſplrs wete 

Wiſe written by- S. Lake 5 and Wl. I 
Book contains ſome things doe IiÞ'the 


rhe 


E | Part IL, Authority of Scipture, 
2 {the reſt of the Apoſtles; bur the moſt 
of it iS coucerning the actions of Paxl 
, -afrer his miraculpus converſion : the 
n | former it was eatte for him ro know, 
+: [either trom the Apoſtles themſelves 
& |-or others : of the latter he could not 
k | be ignorant,becauſe ye was continu. 
er, | ally with Pax! in all his labours and 
be |-his journeys, even from the time of 
5. | his converſign to his impriſonment 
dll || at Rome. | ; ; 
im} As for the matters of fat which 
es | are delivered in the Epiſtles of Paxl, 
thi-and Peter,and Fames,and 7 eobr,and 
he [-J#de, they are ſuch, as either were 
8|\done by themſelves, and ſo they 
gh could not poſſiby be ignorant of 
br them, or by others with whom they 
ul 


{held a correſpondence, or by our 


all bur Pew/; or elſe they are things 

4 done by others, publickly and noto- 

'riouſly known. 

\ Laſtly, As for the Epiſtles to 

'the Hebrews and the Revelations, 
I though 


\Saviour, whoſe Apoſtles the were, 
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pel of Jeſus was preached firſt by 


Chriſt ,- and-:confirmed © unto him 


(Us: by them that heard him, 2.y, 
: 5 and fo that he could not be igno- 
'rant of rhat 5'tior yer was. it poſſible 
"that the Author of che Krurlation: 
ſhould be ignorant , whether or ho 


; he had thoſe Viſions which he hath 


defivered.' ©: - ---: 
|- Now theſe are aff (he Books of che 
New Teſtament,and-it appears,thit 
'rhe Authors of them -had as much 
opportunity ro know the things 
which were .detivered; 4s is poli 
16 behad, whoerefore the buſineſs i3 
clear in 'refpect of cheir Sufficiency 
of knowledgez and a}l rhe Queſtion 
which remains, ic muſt-be-in regard 
of their Integrity. 

Whofoever challengerh or queſt 
.ons the 1ncegrity of an Hiſtorian,and 

| up08 


Part It. | 
though the Anchors of them'be not | 
certainly known in the Church,ye | 


thus much is plain, that the Author | 
ro the Hebrews ſaith, that the Gol. 
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-\ppon that cauſe refuſeth to receive 
- his Teſtimony, it is requiſite that he 
- produce the reaſons of his ſuſpirion, 
that he charge the Authors of cor- 
ruption,and prove the charge which 
he hath objected ; or that hediſco< 
yer and manifeſt rhe ends, which he 
mighr propound to himſelf, as the 
reward of his impoſture 3 that he 
ſhew the gain that mighr accrue, or 
the loſs, or peril, or ignominy that 
he might avoid 5 and manifeſt that 
his accuſation hath not proceeded 
from malice, bur from judgment, 
from ſome grounds of reaſon , and 
not from perverſnels, or ſpighr, or 
any inhbumanity. Here then ic is that 
we challenge men or devils to pro- 
duce the Crimes, to dere and prove 
the villanies af theſe Writers 3 nay 
to aſſiga the ends which they 
might have in relating taiſhood , 


{ thegain, the pleaſure, the glory, the 


ſatety, or whatſoever ir is that pre- 
vails upon the appetites and lufts 
1 2 of 
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of men: and ler their infidelity and 
jealouſic out-do the malice of the 
grand Apoſtate. Indeed I think it 
ſcorn to ſtand upon this argument, 
(it was the contemplation of theſe 
rhings cheifly rhar gained from me 
rhar ſecond aſſertion, That there is 
greater reaſon to believe the Scrip- 
rure than any other vritings in the 
world) the firſt Propoſition being 
already demoultrared, 1h at we hate 
as O7Cat. 


SECT: V, 


That there is much greater reaſon to 
believe the Hiſiory of the New Tef- 
tament than any othcr Hiſtory. 


i- Aving already demonſtrated, 


that auncoerax, the qualificati- 
ons of rhe perſons who have record» 
ed unto us the New Teſtament of 
our Saviourzthere is as great reaſon 


to give credence to theirHiſtories,as | 


0 
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toany Other antient Hiſtories in the 
world, by reaſon of their means of 


knowledg,s: opportunities for diſ- 


covery of rhe truth of thoſe marters 
of fat which they have delivered: Ir 
follows now that we make good 
thar, whichin the -ſecond place we 
propounded concerning them, which 
was, T har we have greater reaſon ro 
believe them, then to believe any 
Hiſtories wharſocver, and this now 
will be manifeſt ro us by th: {t 
Arguments following. 

x. Greater obligation. 

2, Their ſufterings, 

3, Their Miracles, 

4. T heir predictions, 


Firſt then, They were more power - 
fully obliged to the delivery of the 
truth rhan others , nor tha other; 
were not obliged likewiſe to deiiver 
nothing bur the ruth: there is in the 
conſcience of every ſoul ſetled 
principledifating unto him, thar he 

ought 
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ought not to recede from the rruth 
in his relarion3but yet this principle 
is in the mcſt of men,much over cloy 
ded & overborn 3 as is manifeſt,not 
only by the fabulous relations of att» 
tient Hiſtories,even after rhe iuſtitu- 
tion of the Olympiadsz bur by that 
inclination which we find, almoſt jn 
all men,to make their relatipns hand: 
{OMe in order whereunto even the 
eraveſt of them, Joſepbas, Livy, and 
the reſt of thoſe orders of Hiſtori- 
ans, have often changed the form of 
Circumſtances, and varied from the 


truth,to make a coherence of things | 
according to their fancy , ſuch as | 


might pleaſe their own imaginati6s. 
The truth is, that which held in 
theH-arhen,ſo far as they were held 
within the boundaries of ttuth,it can 
be conceived to be no other thuna 
ce:tuin magnanimity, and a moral 
generoſity , that was aduared and 
quicknedin them by the conceir of a 
reputation , thereby gained amongſt 
the 
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jhe people afcheir own generation, 
their hopes of perpetuating 
their own fame, together with rhe 
acts which they zecorded,and conſe- 
crating them to eternity and immor- 
tality 3 I do gor ſay, rhar this was all 


the motive which they had , buc that * 
upon the conſideration of them, in 


the whole complexion of their cir. 
cumftances, I cannot find out any 
more powerful motive, nor any 
ſtroager obligation. 

Bur beſides all tnar theſe men had 
to move them,the writers of the N, 
Teſtament had likewiſe other mo- 


| rives,as far beyond rheſe,as the hea- 
ven is beyond the earth, either in 


dignity, or ſituation : A moſt ſeverc 


-injunRion of their Maſter, ſuch 2: 
they themſelves have delivered,ſuch 


as they could nor, neither durit n-g- 
le& : their writings abound in pre- 
ceprs of truthand of veracity, and 
thar preſcribed under far other cons 


ditions, and ſerled upon a far ſurer 
foun. 


ly 'T 
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ſoundation upon rhe foundation of 
ruth it ſelf, rhe original and rhe 
Ideal truth of the world ; and pro- 
pounded to them under far other 


penalries : they knew full well, and. 


_ taught to others, that of every idle 


word, which men ſhall ſpeak, an ac- 


count muſt be given at rhe day of 
judgment: how dreadful an acconnt 
then muſt they have expeRted if they 
ſhould have delivered falſhohd in 
the place cf truth, if rhey ſhould 
have told a lye for God, or lyes of 
God, or deliveredimpoſtures in che 


name of God? nay verily,the neceſ- ! 
ſity which lay upon them,compared - 


r1o others, dorh as far exceed it: as 


the fear of a lirtle diſ-repuration is | 


exceeded by the horror of eternal 
tortnents:and now their practiſe was 
allo 2nſwerable ro rheir obligation, 
and what they. delivered, in their 
ſpeeches and writings, was fully es 
ampled in their lives. We have be- 
fore intimated, rhar whoſoever will 

charge 
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charge an Author with a lye,he muſt 
either dere& the lewdneſs and cor- 
ruption of their lv:s, or at leaſtwiſe 
manifeſt what they mighr gain by 
their report;the former could never 
be by rheir ſworn enemies deredted, 
nay Julian the great Apoſtate could 
charge them with nothing but Gm- 
pliciry ; now then, All the gain rhar 
cay be, is recucible- 
Avoidance of evil, 
ro the 3 and * | 
Obraining of good, 
The Govds thar are to be obtain'd 
Body, 
Eſtire. 
Liberty. 
Reputation, 
Firſt then, Whar ourward evil dig 


- they thereby eſcape,that ſo they may 


be judged rohave lyed our of fear > 
confider the ſtate of the v or|dar thar 
rime & rell us, wherher or r o rhere 
was danger in ſpeaking, & writing 
thoſe things,or in the torbearance ? 
| | Did 
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Did the Roman Emperors, or the 
Governours of Judea, or the Jews,or 
rhe Preſidents of the adjacent Pro- 
vinces, or the multitude , threaten 
them to make them ſpeak, or ro be 
Glenr ? Did they by thar means put 
themſclves inro a condition of eaſe, 
pleaſure, and ſoſt luxury ? Did th 

treaſure up gold and filver , & ral 

themiclvesa fortune by itz Had they 
a grearer freedom inward or out- 
watd?did ir ler them into larger prin 
ciples, or procure the greater ſcope 
ro gratlie their inordinate deſires ? 
Was ir the way to advance them to 
honor & repuration, either with the 
Governours,or with the people?nay 
inſtead ot bodily eaſeand pleaſure, 

ve, 
ir ſubzeRed them to pins 3 and 
paſſive, 

They were ſorced to undertake la- 
bours, and travels, and watchings, 
and the inconveniences cf grear and 
painful induſtry : they were daily 
expoſed 
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ns to hunger and thirſt, and 
cold and nakednefs , nay, to tors 
ments and ro death: inſtead of rain- 
ing an eſtate, they were enforced ro 
forſake all that they had, to live an 
ambulatory kind of life, wirhour any 
certain being, dependingas it were 
on the Ravens, to provide the their 
meat from cne day ro anotl.er. 1n- 
ſtead of thar ſame freedom and 1i- 
berry which men affeR, they entred 
inro a ſtraighter and more narrow 
way,than the way of rhe world, they 
were forced ro deny themſelves e- 
yen ſuch things as they knew were 
lawful, & rhey were abridged even 
of the common <njoyments of man- 
kind, not ſuftered ro converſe with 
freedom, or to breath with ſafety : 
they no ſooner came to a city, bur 
there rhey were perſecuted and for- 
ced to fly unto another, That whic |: 
S. Paul ſpoke cf himſclf, as he was 
making his laſt voyage up to Feruſe- 
lem, micht have been the common 
Niotto 
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Motto of them all, NowI.go bound 
in the Spirir up to Jeruſalem, not 
knowing what things ſhall befal me, 
only the H. Ghoſt that teſtifies in 
every Ciry, that bonds and affliQtions 
abide me there. 

As for the matter of honor and re. 
puration, that was all in the hands 
of their enemies, the Jews, and the 
Greeks: they preached Chriſt crucj. 


fied, to the Jews a ſtumbling block, 


ro the Greeks fooliſhneſs, and all the 
credit which they obtained at their 
hand was,rto qe accounted a compa- 
ny of filly men, contentious for a 
thing of nothing, a queſtion about 
Names, about one Jeſus which was 
dead, whom they affirmed to be 
alivez this was the opinion of the 
Gentiles : and by rhe Jew they were 
looked upon as revolrers,and ſo not 
fit ro live : as for this ſe& we know 
that it iseveryvhere {polcen againſt, 
and they were hereby rendred the 
ſcorn and derition of che world, _ 
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off-ſcouring of the people: what ſhal 
Imore ſay?they were deprived of al! 
the enjoyments of the world, & caſt 
into all the miſeries,or in the words 
of the Author to the Hebrews, 7hey 
wandred about in ſheep«skins & goat- 
skins,being deſtitute, afflited,tormens- 
ted; and all for the delivery of the 
__ contained in thoſe books: and if 
we ſadly conſider it , we can afſign 
no cauſe of this their choice, but the 
force of truth prevailing in them, & 
the urging of their conſcience,by the 
continual inſtigarion of them byrhar 
ſpirir which ated them , making 
their hearts hot, and kindling a fire 
within them, a fire in their boſome, 
which they could not ſuppreſs: (We 
cannot but ſpeak the things which we 
have ſeen and heard) they ſuffered 
for rheir profeſſion thar never men 
did ; and ſo we have preater reaſon 


to belive rhem than any other men, 


And we have ſtil! greateſt argu- 


ments then rheſe, becauſe thar God 
| himſelf 
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himſelf gave teſtimony | to their 
words and writings z and that both 


in their own times, and the times ' 
which did ſncceed them: in their | 


own times by Miracles ; in the ſuc- 
ceeding generations by accompliſh. 
ing their predictions. 

The Apoſtles then,in confirmatian 
of their doQrine, were endowed 
with a miraculous power from on 
high, & manifeſted ro all the world 
thac they had received 1n great a- 
bundance their portions of the ſpirit 


from him, that had the ſpirit not by * 


meaſure : they preached, & as they 
preached, they contirmed their do- 
arine by mighty itgns and wouders, 
and evidgat demonſtrations of the 


H. Ghoſt,ſo evident, that when they | 


had delivered the relation of then 
to a gain-ſaying, a crooked and 
perverls generation, aſſigning the 
times and places and {ther circum- 
ſtances their ſpighful enemves could 


never detcR them of the leaſt impo- 
ſturez 


kr 
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ſture;but wereforced (though their 
teeth while they ſpake) to 


_ confels, that indeed great miracles 


were done by them3thar whis was e- 
vident,8&they were nor able ro deny 
iry nay,foch was the evidence of the 
miracles performed by them, thar 
ſome of them have been recorded 
in the Annals of heathen Authors 
(?hlegon) that they were appealed 
unto by the Primitive Chriſtians (in 
the rimes next ſucceeding the Apo» 
ſtles) in all rheir Apologies for the 


] Chriſtian faith. In their Apologies 


made to the heathen Emperors they 
are appealed ro as things commonly 
known bythe world,yeilded withour 
ccnrradiQtion, which could not with 
any fore-head be denied; they were, 
I fay,appealed unto , and rhat ra the 


preateſt enemies of the Chriſtians, 


and thar by way of challenge to the 
trial , and that wirhout any reply 
as to the falſhood of them: nay, 
which is yet much more, there were 

nob 
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not only by theſe men rhemſelyes, 
but even at their Sepulchers,when 
they were dead, great miracles per- 
formed for divers centuries of years, 
and-that fo certaioly,that ir was con- 
feſſed by the ſoreſt enemies.of the 
Church, ſuch 1 mean, as were of the 
School of Pythagoras,that by Magick 
Arts ſtrove to our-do the perform- 
ances of Chriſt , particularly by 
that madDog Porphyrizs and others, 
Unleſs: chen men will _ God 
the honor due unto him, an 

him by his preſence, and teſtimony 


authorize impoſture, there can be no 


ſcruple made of the rruth of theſe 
mens writings, but they muſt be be- 
lieved before the writings of any 
others in the world, unleſs they 
likewiſe could have done ſuch a&s 


as theſe have done; unleſs they could | 


have caſt out devils by their words, 


have giventhe H. Ghoſt by the Im- | 
poſition of their hands: unleſs they | 


could have healed all manner of 
| diſeaſcs 
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diſeaſes,the blind,the lame,the deaf, 
the dumb , &«c, by wo: ds, rouch, 
ſhadow : or could haye ſpoke ll 
ſorts of Languages, or rather at one 
ſpeaking could have brought to 
paſs, that men of every Language 
ſhould perfealy have underitoo)d 
their ſpeech, as if it had been their 
own : Parthians, and Medes, and E. 


lamites, and the dwellers in Meſo- 


potamia, and Jud:a, and Cappadocia, 
Pont and Afra, Phrycia and Pams 


| pbilia, Egypt, and the parts of Lzbia 


about Cyrene , ſtrangers of Rome, 
Jews and Proſelytes, Cretes and Aras 
bians, they all heard them ſpeak iri 
their own Toogues, 

Nor did ir pleaſe the Lord of the 
Spirits of all fleſh, here to.ſfint the 
diſpenſations of the holy Spirit to 
themn 3 he gave them not only the 


wer of Miracles, but the Spirit of - 


ropheſie 3 heunfolded to them the 
everlaſting Rols,and admitted them 
into his Decrees, & would not hide. 
_— from 
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from them the things, which he 
meanit to bring to paſs, in the gene- 
rations to come; he urged them by 
his holy Spirit, and they foretold rhe 
fates of the worlds they foretold it, 
and God brought it to paſs. cannot 
ſtand to reckon up all their Prophe- 
fies which they delivered,and ſhort» 
ly after they were fulfilled 3 Of the 
(reading of that leavenz of the 

rowth of that grain of muſtard- 
ſced) of the mighty and wonderful 
propagation of the Faith , and the 
perpetual enduring of it 3 of the re- 
zeftion of it by the Jews, and the re- 
ceiving of ir by the Gentiles 3 of the 
hatred of the Jews, and the torments 
which were to be undergone by the 
glorious Martyrs; of the deftruQtion 


of Jerwſalewm, and the calamities of | 
_ that faithleſs Nation : all theſe make | 
it evident, that God was with them; - 


| 


that there'is infinitely more reaſon 
to believe the Writers of the New 
Teſtament than any other w_ 
That 


. 
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Part-IIh Authority of Scripture: 
That none can. diſbelieve them, 
without forfeiting his, Reaſon, by 
allerting , that God would give te- 
ftimony toimpolture, 


SECT. VI, 


That the Old Teſtament is the Word of 


God, A Propoſal of three aſſertions, 
. whereby it i concluged. 


Aving demonſtrated that the 

Books of the New Teſtament 
are allof them to be received under 
the authority and credit of the word 
of God y that the dogmatical parts 
oO be received upon the credit of 
the 


Hiſtories, and the Hiſtories upon 
principles of Reaſon 3 
ently, tHarnq way pro- 
guided by reaſog and 


fefling to 


judgment can refuſe them, It re- 
mains, thatwe demonſtrate the ſame 


of the Old Teſtament, and that we 
| K 3 take 


I31 | 


The Truth and Part. 


take off thoſe colours, and anſwer 
thoſe Sophiſms, which by ſome men 
are urged againſt the Scriptare, and 
ſo conclude this Argument. 

Betore I proceed to the former of 
theſe, £ muſt call to your remem- 
brance thar, which m the beginning 
I did premiſe, that under the Title 
of the Books of the Old Teſtament, 
I did comprehend thoſe, and thoſe 
only,which inthe Church of Frgland 
have been admitted under the name 
of the Books of the Ganonical Scri- 
pturez and that I had no purpoſe at 
#1! to meddle with the controverſies 
which are betwixt us and the Roman 
Church, about the Books which are 
Apocryphal : the Reaſon 'why the 
Church hath entertained them only 
into the Canon, is, becauſe they onl 
viere of the Canon ofthe Jews belief, 
before the coming of our Saviour 3 
they only being written in' the He- 
brew Tongue, and confighed by FE. 
dras at the return of the Jews _ 

the 
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the Babyloniſh captivity, as is gene- 
rally believed gnong? the Jewjth 
Rabbins; whilſt the Prophets Hagg;, 
.Zechary, and Malachy were yet alive, 


Now although the way todemuor. - 


ſtrate the truth of them, conliderin 

the peios apart, and by it ſcIf, be 
the ſame with the way, whereby ws 
a demonſtrate the truth. of the 
New Teſtament, -by aflerting the 
Authors of them to have becn thoſe 
men.to whom they were evermore 
aſcribed 3 and from the qualities of 
the. things delivered. in maticr of 
Hiſtory) and the gharaQers of thule 
perſons, wbo have delivered the ſc- 
veral-parts of itzto demonſtrate,that 
no reaſon can be1magined, why ſuch 
mens As thoſe are, and mult bz lup- 
poled to be, ſhould deliver ſughmns 
poſtures as thoſe gwft be, ſyppaliig 
them;.to.. be impoſtures 5 thit no, 
end '9r, motive can. be diſcovcred, 


which. they ſhould | proporind to, 


themſelves for ther reward, but on 
be K3 the 
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the contrary, that many reaſons are 
viſible , why they ſhould have held 
their peace, if they durſt have con» 
cealed thoſe things from the world ; 
the reaſons from ſafety, gain, glory, 
and the like, as might cither joyntly 
or ſeverally be demonſtrated, of 
eyen all the Books of the Law. pro 
of the Prophets, which make up thi 
greateſt part ( Moſes together with 
the Law having delivered likewiſe 
the ſhame of himſelf, and Airiem, 
and Aaron : The Prophets having 
been all, or moſt of them, hardly 
uſed 3 Which of the Prophets have not 
your Fathers perſecuted ?) Although, 
f ſay, this had been the natural way 
to demonſtrate the matter in que- 
ſtim, taken fiogly and apart by ir 
ſelf; yet partly to avoid the {irmili- 
tude of matter , which renders un- 
pleaſant even the moſt profitable 
diſcourſes, and partly to make a 
preſent diſpatch of this Argument, I 
ſhall content my ſelf to have pur oo 
thus 
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thusin mind, that all thoſe general 
arguments, for the truth and credit 
of thoſe writers, are common to 
theſe as well as to the others 3 and 
that there needs no variation of 
them , being to be applied to the 

ueſtion now in hand, any other 


135 


than the interchanging of their ſe- 


veral names, their perſonal relations 
and qualities, and other accidents : 
In a word, that the kinds of the ar- 
guments are the ſame, and the force 
of reaſon alike in both , allowing 
only the difference of gradual and 

individual circumſtances. 
This being premiled, the ſum of 
what I ſhall farther ſay, is bricfly 
this : That 1. in the time of our Sa- 
riour and the Apoſtles, theſe Buoks 
were true. 2. That fince that time 
they have not been changed. 

From which two Propoſition3 it 
will follow , that ſtill they are (o.; 
and conſequently, that the Books of 


the QId Teſtament , as well as of 
by K 4 the 
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the New, are the Word of God, 
As touching theſe Propoſitions, 
"the trath of them will be inferred 
by this'ratiocination: 
1. The Books, which we now re. 
ceive, are the ſame which the Jews 


do now recetve. 
2. The Books, which the Jews 


now receive, are the ſame which 


they did formerly receive, even up 
to che conſignation of their Canon. 

3. The Books, which then they 
did receive, were true, 


SECT. VIL. 


The firft Aſſertion proved , That the 
Books of the Old Teſtament, which 
we now receive, are the ſame which 
the Jews do now receive. | 


Hat thoſe Canonical Books, 
which we receive, are the ſelf- 
ſame with thoſe which the Jews _ 
the 
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the preſent do receive, is a caſe ſo 
plain , that it needs no manner of 


proof, bur only this, that it is obvi- 


ous to every man to compare our 
Enghfh or Latin Bibles with the He- 
brew Bibles, which are uſd amongſt 
the Jews at preſent , ard daily pnt 
forth by the preſent Rabbins, rcſ1- 
ding in the ſeveral parts and domi- 


nions of the world; and upon ſuch a 


compariſon it will be found, thar we 


do own the felt-ſame Books which - 


they do, without any difference in 
the number or inſcriptions, chapters 
or verſes of thoſe Books : ſuch as do 
doubt of this, they muſt take the 
pains to try, and to refolve them. 
ſelves by their own experience; or 
elſe if they are not able, or not wil - 
ling to take the pains to make them - 
{elves their own reſolvers, they muſt 
of neceſlity believe the multitude of 
thoſe, that: have already tried it, 

and finding it to be generally gran- 


ted, and allowedof all men, and all 
parties, 
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perties, however icy other- 
wiſe among(t themſclves, they muſt 
upon that account elther believe the 
Propoſition, ar elſe deviſe ſome way 
how, and for what end ir ſhould be 
brought to paſs , that the Learned 
men of all Nations, and Religions, 
7 wy ay act yr nts, 

urks,Pagans, &c, ſhould agree to- 
gether to impoſe upon that part of 
People, that cannot or will not fit 
themſelves, to reſolve a queſtion ſo 
eaſe and of ſuch concernment. 

Now , that all theſe ſorts of men 
dothus agree, muſt likewiſe be be 
lieved, until ſome one inſtance can 
be produced to the contrary : the 
truth is, the thing being a_ matter 
liable to the trial of common ſenſ* 
and obvious to all the world, there 
is no more cuntroverſie made of it 
among the Learned, then of a prin- 
ciple in Mathematicks. 

It is true indeed, that as concern» 
ingthe iaterpretation of A 
there 


| 
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there is, and almoſt ever was a great 
Heal of controverfie amongſt the 
Lexrned, (but none as to the num- 
gy ov parts of thoſe that are 
delivered amongſt the Jews) and it 
F$likewiſe true, that the belief of far 
the greateſt number of Chriſtians, 
doth in its kind depend upen the 
queſtionable fidelity of Tranſlators ; 
_ that fidelity of theirs, if it be to 

tried, that muſt be done by means 
which are not exempt from queſti- 
on: all therefore which can be ſaid 
in this matter, is, that unleſs we can 
attain to ſkill ſufficient for our own 
fatisfaRion in this queſtion, we take 
into thought the qualifications of 
Tranſlators, in reſpe& of ſkill and of 
fidelity, and impartially that we 
conſider all thoſe rational heads and 
grounds, whereon men uſe to ſettle 


their belief, amongſt which no great» 


er evidence can be expected, than 


| there is in caſes where all agree; and 


fach is the main body of ours, and 
other 
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that I have ſpoken of Tranſlation, 
is indeed a digreſſion from the Pro- 
poſition I ſhould demonſtrate, ſee 
ing when we ſpeak of the ſacred 
Authority of the holy Scripturesgwe 
mean it not of Tranſlations, as they 


are ſuch, but primarily of the fry 


ginals, and of Tranſlations only 
far as they are conſonant to tht 
Originals. And. thus much. 15.in 
ſufficient both for the aſſertion and 


explication of that Propofition, That | 


the Books which we receive, they 
are the ſame which the Jews re+ 
CEIVE. | 


SECT. 
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SECT. VII. 


That the Books, which the Jews do now 
receive, are the ſame which they bave 
recetved ever ſince the Conſignation 
of their Canon. 


BY: ſecondly,the Books which the 
Jews do now receive, they are 
the ſame which they did formerly 
receive, upwards tothe time of our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles; nay, be- 
yond them , to the very time of the 
Confignation, or ſealing up the Ca- 
non of their Belief; that is, their 
Books were never changed nor cor- 
rupted. 

It is not here my purpoſe to aſlert, 
that never any letter or word hath 
been changed, or formerly read o- 
therwiſe than now it is in the Jewiſh 
Bibles, (I am not ſofar unacquain» 
ted with their Ker: and Chet:b, or 
with the notes of the 31aſſoreth) but 


that there hath not been made any 
vari- 
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variation ſo conſiderable,as to ſhake 
the Authority of the preſent Copies. 
Of theſe various readings, I to 
ſpeak in the anſwering objeftions: 
m the interim, I am to demoaſtrate, 
that they have nat received any con- 
ſiderable depravation. 

And now this being a negative 
Propoſition , common reaſon doth 
preſently offer it toevery ones ju 
ment , that it cannot be i 
proved; the very nature of ſuch 
Propoſitions contradicting that man« 
ner of proof : the arguments then, 
which are producible , are ſome of 
them taken from the cauſes why 
they could not morally be 
ed5 the other from (igns, that de 
fa@o they have not been fo. 

The firſt Argament then is taken 
from the multirude of Copies, which 
it was impoſiible to combine w_ 
ther to corrupt upon deſign, or 
they ſhould accidentally agree toge* | 
ther in the ſame caſual corruptions, 

| F 
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It is certainly apparent our of the 
Hiſtories of the J:-wsthat after their 
firſt and ſecond Captivities, they did 
ſtore themſelves with multitudes of 
Copies of the ſacred Buoks, and that 
both publickly and privately 3 that 
which before they were diſperſed, 
either was not ſo neceſſary ro them, 
or elſe was not ſo apprehended by 
them.” Solong as the firſt Temple 
was yet unrazed,we read bur of very 
few (if any) Synagogues of the Jews 
in other Nations, out of the bounds 
and territories of Judea z but after, 
by their long and woful Captivity, 
when their confidence io the prote- 
Ron of their Law and their Temple 
had by their ſad experience and woe 
ful ſufferings, worn it ſelf out of their 
minds, their Temple being utrerly 
demoliſhed, the beſt of them began 
tothink , that it was poſſible thar e- 
ven the Law might fail: ( Habakkuk 
and they now betbought theme] ves 


of makipg uſe of the rational wo 
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of the preſervation of itjn the minds 
of men 5 and ſceing there could not 
be any readier way thought upon 
than the erecting of Synagogues, 
and writing many Copies , thele 
were the courſes which they took 
(they had had experience of the in- 
convenience of having one ane] 
Copy» in the loſs of that Copy,whic 
being found again by Hilkzab the 
Prieſt, made King Jo/iab to rend 
his clothes, at the hearing of thoſe 
things written 1n the Law) and ac» 
cordingly wefind, before thecoming 
of our Saviour , many Synagogues 
erected, in foreign places, and the 
Books of the Law and the Prophets 
inevery Synagogue, read every Sab. 
bath-day 5 now every ciſperſion ens 
creaſed the number of Synagogues 
and Books. And beſides the firſt 
captivity of the Tribes carried into 
Media by the Aſlyriazs, we ſhall find 
them , even after they had licence 
from Cyr to return, continuing (till 
abroad, 
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abroad, and upon frahy new occali- 
onswpait diſperſed”: thoſe that read 
over ſacred Hiſtories and prophane, 
ſhalt find them ſeatedimmoſt of the 
Eaſtern Countries adjacent Jadex; 
or--not far diſtant: fromthence-: the 
Macedonians 'invited them to Alex- 
and;ia, the Cruelties of Antioch, 
the Civil Wars of the 4/#:9x27, the 
Armies of Powpey and'80ſſtze, drove 
many of 'them- from their habitati- 
ons 5' the«Cities'of Cyrene , of 4fr, 
Macedonia and Lycaonia,'the iflands 
of Cyprus and Crete 4, and divers o- 
thers,'even Kome it (elf, they were 
all of them futniſhed-with Temples 
and Synagogues of the Jews :: Now 
fo-it'is;/ that: the Books of all theſe 
did agree together amongſt their < 
felves'5 which they could not have 


done; if any, andnot all of them 

ſhould 'have 'been-corrnpred 3 and; 

that all of chem-ſhould cither cafu- 

ally; or by defiga y be corrupted, 
5 


(be- 
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( beſides, that no end can appear to 
encourage ſuch adefign). the. thing 
x {c}f makes it impoſlible. - : 
Beſides, bad. any ſuch thing been, 
they muſt, tb. make a correſpon- 
dence;, havecorrupred likewiſe the 
Septuagint Tranſlation ,. which- for 
alaioſt: three; hundred years before 
otir Saviour. was £xtant' in- Egypt 5 
tharl ſpeak nothing of the Chaldee 
Porwpbraſc y/ £xcant before the time 
of wuribleſied Saviour 2Spghen:, as 
£41185) the nature of a moral:ſubject 
will-admit, we haveſhewed, as from 


the cauſes, that the Scriptures ofthe 


Old Tcſtament could. not be cor- 
rupted, - tos to TYRE) 
Now as from the ſigns, we have 
likewiſe powerful Arguments, that 
co our Saviour's vine they were uſt. 
corripted 3 becauſe our Saviout 


never- diſcovers any corruption of 


the Text, which certainly he would 
not have ſpared, at ſuch —_— 
| e 
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Part III- Anthority of Scripture. 
he taxeth' the Scribes and Phariſees 
of: making the Law-of God-of none 
effect ,, by their Tradition, 

Now , 'that the Hebrew Canon 
hath not been corrupted ſince our 


| Saviour's time, we have 'this Ggn 
likewiſe, /that never any of the an+ - ww 


_ athers have, in their greateſt 
of zeal againſt the Jews, ac- 
cuſed them of ſuch corruption, 
though Juitin Martyr complain of 
wronging the Sentyaginrs Tranſ)a- 
tion; and certainly if they ſhould 
h4ve-corrupted: them upan.deſign, 
either before or fince; it would have 
been in all thoſe places which-con- 
clude againſt them for Chriſt, (the 
true Meſiigh , that ſkumbling itone, 
ypon which they ſtumbled and fell: ) 
but thoſe do remain unaltered. 

{The $ruth is, cothem were com- 


| mitted the Oracles' of God3 and 


thay have, by che viſible ordination 
of the-providence of God, diſcover- 
& fo much care and dilizence that 

T L 3 way, 
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way , 28 is not to be found ro have 
been beſtowed upon any other:Wriz 
tings under Heaven : witneſs the 
Critical "Notes of their Maſſoreth, 
which gives an account of thenum- 
bers of Letters in every'Book a 
moſt; 'and almoſt,'if nor altogether, | 
of every vations Leftion. Icons- 
clude then ' that they have -never: 
beet corrupted. WEED 
SECT, IK, © 240 

1 hat in our Seviows's time theſe Books. 
were fyue, and conſequently were the 
Word of God. nN: TIS! 


Ut in our Saviour's time they 


were true, and the Word of 


God ; as appears 'by our Saviout's 
teſtimony, and theteſtimony of the 
Apoſtles, who ſtill refer to them, ' as 
being of Divine inſpiration , as be« 


ing the truth and Word of 'God's 


their uling the teſtimony almoſt of 


every 


tea ens 
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every particular Book, as authenti. 
cal, their Diſputations founded up- 
on their Authoricy. Particulars in 
this kind are ſo many, and-ſo plain, 
that without any more ſpeaking, | 
will conclude, that we are to receive 
the Old Teſtament upon the credic 
of the New 3 and the New Teſta- 
ment ( as I haye formerly demon- 
{trated ) upon greater reaſon far 
than any other Writings in the 
World 5 and conſequently, that we 
muſt receive the Books of the Old 
Teſtament upon the ſame Autho- 
Fit Ys 

We have already diſcovered ſvume 
of thoſe many reaſons, whereupon 
we are to receive the Books ot the 
Old Teſtameat and the New, under: 
thecredit and authoriyot theWo1d 
of God. Beſides thoſe whereupon | 
have inliſted, there are many more : 
ſome of them takcn from the qua- 
lity of the Writers, ſome from the 


manner ofthe Writings the former. 


3 ſhew- 
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(hewing that thoſe men, from whom 
they ed; were nor fit perſons 
to deviſe ſuch things, they being 
many, if not moſt of them , ſimple 
and nnlearned men 4 the latter ma- 
nifeſting , that ſuch'things are nor, 
of their nature, obvious to'be de. 
viſed,, becauſe'they tranſcend the 
wit-and invention of man $; the ma. 
jeſty and fimplicity of the ſtyle, the 
concord and harmony, the end and 
ſcope, the power ard efficacy, the 
antiquity , befides the teſtimony of 
the Spirit in the hearts of men. 

But the evidence of truth no way | 
depending upon the multitude of | 
Arguments or Reaſons, and all of 
theſe being inſiſted on in ſome or o- 
ther of thoſe Authors which are ob 
vious, I ſhall at this time finiſh what 
remains of that , which at thefirſt 
I propounded , which was to ſhew, 
That as there are many and impor- 
tant Reaſons, moving wiſe men to | 
receive them, ſo there neither are, 

nor 
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nor can be any ſufficient Argumenes 
on the contrary, to make men to re- 
fuſe them. i Nees 


That there is no- reaſon to dicbeliive 
the Scripthres, ' 0bjeftions briefly 
propoſed and anſwered : firſt, gene + 
ral Objedions againſt the whole. - 


» Fls true indeed that many, both 
of 61d and latter times, have re- 
fuſed either all, 'or feveraf parts of 


the holy Canon; and it is not to be 


hoped or expected, that they ſhould 
ever be generally received by al! the 
World : there mult be Hereſies, and 
amoneglt the reſt there alwaics have 


been, and ſurely there ever will be 


Aati-ſcripturians s thegreateſt part 
of the World have ever lived ac- 
cording to {cnſe and/appetice: And 
to prove that de fadoit is denied, is 


not to manifcſt that there is no rea- : 


ſon why it is fo z/ yer ſeeing there are 
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of thoſe Diſputing and "Theoretical 
Hereticks ,. as well as Practical, 'to 
conceal or diſſemble the Arguments 
which are alleadged againſt the 
truth , it would: be to betray the 
cauſe that we have undertaken, and 
give occaſion for ſome Jealouſie,that 


their Objections are unanſwerable.- 


Tocome then to an iſſue, ſome have 
{ [mpoſſ1- 
bilities, 
Repug- 
Nances. 
Mutati=- 
rejected © | CONS, 


_ 23 mine, tho- 
ACCU - 


All,by reaſonof 


C Dubitati( ris. 


them. 4b intrinſeco, 
(from the matter of them.) 
Thoſe who refuſe the whole Scri- 


ptures, they are ſome of them Athe- 


its; others profeſs themſelves Chri- 
ftians, and yet do deny the —_— 
O 
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of the written word, pretending to 
private and (ccret illuminations, as 
thelaſt rule of their actions ; the de+ 
fgn of my diſcourſe being againſt 
the former, I (hall only intimate the 
frenzy of the latter. They pretend, 
chat that which we call the written 
Word,is not the Word of God:becauſe 
27 LE Word of God, is God him- 
elf. 

2. Chriſt is the Word of God. 

3. The Letter kills, 

4. The Word of Gud is Spirit and 
Life. | 
| Theſearethe Arguments, which 
| by ſome Enthuſiaſts are uſed againſt 
the written Letter. And for anſiver 
to them, we may only obſerve, how 
by arguing againſt the Authority of 
the Scriptures, theſe men do tacitely 
aſſert it 3 for taking their arguments 
out of it,and proceeding no further, 
either by reaſon or revelation,to the 
diſcovery of their antecedents, but 


barely reſting in the recital of thoſe 
| words 


words which are there written, they 
do reſolveall the power and force af 
their argument into the authority 


of thoſe very writings which they 


would impugn, and conſequently 
they do at once deny and grant the 
Authority of the Scripture 3 which 
is to deſerve the Epithere, which is 
given them, of Fanatical Enthu- 
liaſts. 

That the Word of God, is God 
himſelf, (taking the Word of God 


for the Immanent Ac of the Divine 


underſtanding) is indeed a truth at. | 
tainable by other principles,by thoſe 


I mean, from whence the abſolure 
ſimplicity of the Divine nature is at- 
tainable, But that Chriſt is the eters 
nal Word of the Father , and that 
there is ſuch a Spirit and Life, as the 
Argument doth imply, & that there 
is a Divine and Myſtical meaning of 
that Letter of the Word, they either 
own their Faith unto that Word, or 


elſe they have not done very —_— 
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bly in concealing thoſe waies where- 
by they come to know it z and very 
improvidently,in giving occaſion for 
ns ro beljeve,' that their pretences of 
illuminafion, are bue pretences. 
Now or that other Party, who 
do reje& the Scriptures (theWhole 
bulk of them) their Argaments. are 
theſe : 
' I. Fecauſe they deliver things im- 
- , and conſequently incredi- 
le, and ſo they are not to be be- 


heved. 
2 Becauſe they deliver things re- 


| pugnant, and contraditory to one 


another. 
2. Becauſe the Pooks of the Old 


Teſtamenr are doubtful , by reaſon 
| of the differences of the Text and 


Margin : And the Books of the New 
Teſtament are likewiſe uncertain, 
by reaſon of the various readings of 
ſeveral Copies. 

1. Thoſe things which the Athe- 


' iſtical Party uſe to objett againſt the 


au- 
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authority of the Scripture as impol- | 
fible and incredible,they are the mi- 

racles performed by Moſes and the 
Prophets, by Chriſt and his Apoliles, | 
but if we ſhall atteatively conſider 
them, we ſhall knd, that they doin: 
clude in them no contradiction, nor 
any abſolute1mpoſlibility ofthe per- 
formance : the urmolt that can be 
juſtly concluded from them, is, that 
they tranſcend the ordinary courle 
of the diſpenſation of that provi- 
dence, which orders the World, and 
adminiſters the Laws of the govern- 
ment thereof. But upon the hearing 
or reading of extraordinary events, 
preſently (though they have been 
ſufhciently atteſted ) to miſbelieve | 
them, upon conceit of reaſon to the | 
contrary, diſcovers palpably the 
want of the exerciſe of that reaſon, 
whereto they ſo much pretend : for 
a man to deny ſuch matters of fad, 
as he 1s not able to comprehend the 
reaſon of, muſt either ſuppoſe the 


party 
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| party to know the cauſes of appear- 
| - 4 : . 

| ances in-Narture, or conclude him 
| gvilty of childiſh and ridiculous in- 
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credulity. ' We have before demon» ' 


{rated theOnmilſcience and the Om. 
niporence of the Divinitys and that. 


pw, donor ag been atually proved) 
clearly and evidently demonſtrable, 
forthe contemptible wie and rea- 
ſoning of man topreſcribe limits and 


bounds to'that power 'and know. 


ledg; isnoleſs; then to'own the ac- 
knowledpmenrt 'of a contradiction, 
by profetiing that to be limited and 
finite;which the natural-principles of 
&r undefſtanding will force us to 


| iknowledg of neceflity, to be im- 
| tenſe andinfinite, + - 


-' Je cannot: be thoughr a thing im- 
pofſible,that God ſhould either raiſe 
the dead; 'or commend” che Sun eo 
ſtand ftill-in Gibez, by him that con- 

wharirioto be theoriginal of 
life, or to fave created the Univerſe 


with the word of his eternal o——_ 
| tne 
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thethings which are impoſiible with, 
men.they are poſſible whGod:and. 
conſequently we having before con», 
clades the vanity and madoveſsof Av 
theiſm, ſhall need to'ſay no more, £0: 
evince the frivolous weakneſs of this, 
Argument, from the impofibilities. 

2, As for thoſe repugrnances and 
contradiftions, which-:ſome 'men; 
vain)y pleaſe themſelves, with imas) 
giniog ithey. have found them in;the! 
Scripture, if they be:well[ſexamined, 
they will be proved tobebut ſoma«/ 
ny in{fances of the-weaknels,) or in»; 
advertency of the Qbjtors': thoſe 


which have been mate. 4paiuſt, the, 


Old Teſtament, havcilpng ago been 
found by Rabbi Moſp: bart Moimons. 
not'tohdvye taken'ift all thoſe congi- 
tions, whichibave been by Philgfor 
makeupn perfet coottradifiievihes 
is, 'thatconttary aflettionahe made 
ofthe ine thing, a3 the ſhme time 
accordingtotheſame parrornotiony 

or 


YT FF Wm Sr * 7? F Y WO TT - ” TT CC 


L FY —c 


2 £ Fi 


—_ 


Ca DD DPY,jYy 


SL EOS 2 20 25 


Part III. Authority of 8cripture, 


or apprehenſion : and the ſame hath 
been lately performed by A4anaſjeth 


| bem iſracl, in his Corciliator for the 


Old Teſtament. It hath likewiſe tor 
the New, been long ſince performed 
by many of the Fathers 3 and of late 


by divers of all Profeſſions, Papilts, 
Prateſtants, and their ſeveral ſubdis. 


viſions. The matters of Daqtrine are 
eaſily reconciled by diſtinguiſhing 
the notions of ſeveral terms 3 fo for 
example, as faith is {aid bh Paxl to 


| juſtifie, and works by Jemes, by di- 


ſoguiſhing of Juſtification and the 
matters of Hiſtory are reconciled by 
attending to.times and places, per- 
ſons and forms of ſpeech, Thas are 
the differences cleared, which are a- 
bout the Genealogies of our Saviour 


delivered by S. Matthew and S. Lake. 
The truth is, there could never any 
conſiderable difference, either in 
matter of Doctrine or Hiſtory , be 
urged again(t the Scripturesz yet if 
| ome (light and: inconſiderable cir= 


cumse 


a oe ao. 


The Truth and Part II, 


cumſtances ſhould ſeem to us ſo ro 

differ , that 'we could no reconcile 
them, it ought rather to confirm 
our belief, than any way to ſhake it z 
ſceing it is the cultom of thoſe who 
defign to impoſe npon mens belief; 
fo to contrive all circumſtances, as 
they may be ſure to have no diffe- 
rence diſcovered. 


Snch is, in truth, the'agreement | 


[ 


and har hy of all rheſe Authors, F 
fo diſtant in time, in place, in inſti- } / 


euriorr, as is-not to be found in any 


other Authors in the world, | 
of the ſame ſeQ, citherin — [ 


phy, Law, or Phyſick, '6r aty other 
faculty not yet in any one man. 


wich himſelf; as might be manifeſt» | 
ed , if either this timeorplace're- | 


vired it-- And ſo inſtead of an Ob= 
ion toſhake us;, we haye found 
#1 ArgumenFto confirat usi” 1.7 | 

3.The third Argument or Objettic | 
on againſt the whole Books of | 
cure, is taken fromthe Kers and wy 
ti 
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ib of the Old Teſtament ; and from 
the various readings. of the New; 
from thoſe they conclude them to 
be doubtfull, from theſe corrupted 

Now the former of theſe is anſwe- 


red by the Jewiſh RR *Iſaac Tacob of 


old Elias Levita of latter timEs, who 
do deny the conſequence of that ar- 
gument, and mal it maniteſt , that 
thoſe were added for ſignification of 


F ſome myſtery, and not becauſe the 


Text was doubttull:and for proof of 
their aſlcrtion they pe , that the 


} Books of Hagg i, Zachary, Malachy, 


Daricl, and Ezra, had thoſe margi- 
nal! notes added to them by their au- 


| «thours,who all were members of the 
- magni, and made the con- 


ation ofthe Jewiſh Canon: theſc 


|.gpuſd not be doubtfull of the fence 
| oftheir own writings 3 and confſe« 
Jeently from thoſe marginal] notes, 


doubtfulneſſe of: the O14 Teſta- 


} ment can no way juſtly be concluded. 


Hs touching the various readings 
| M of 


x63 


The Truth and Part HIT .'Þ 
of-ſome places of the New Tafta» ; 
ment, we cannot + deny but that F 
through the failings of fome Scribeg, | | 
there are found in the moſt ancient -/Þþ 
copicsof thoſe books ſome differen» F 
ces of letters;or ſome few ſyllables,or Þ. 
words 5 but this we deny, that thoſe | 
are ſofficicnt ffom whence to con-": 
clade the books For to be credited : 
for upon the ſame reaſon it will be 
concluded.that no Book in the world F 
Is to be credited, unleſſe they can be F * 
manifeſted ec exempted ? ar: the + 11 
{lips and failings of tranſcribers. Nay Þ | 
the conſideration of thoſe various ÞF | 
readings, are very ſtrong arguments Þ | 
that the ſubſtance of the writings are Þ | 
{ 
k 
r 


incorrupted, and that they were ne-*ÞF 
ver changed upon deſign , ſeeing the Þ} 1 
differences that are do no way in» 7 
fer any difference, either in. the. 


= 
w— - 


Dottrine or Hiſtory of the Tefta- 4 

ment : it was of the favour and mer- Þ:, 
cy of God to preſerve to his Church Þ * 
thoſevarious readings, that by com- Þ B 


paring 
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'f PartIll. Authority of Scripture. 


paring them together, and likewiſ® 


+ with the reſt of the holy Scriptures» 
+ both the true ſence and the true rea- 
- Þ ding of them might at once be mani- 


7 felted. 


SECT. Xl. 


| | ObjeTions ; againſt particular parts : 
| * briefly propoſed and anſwered. 


Ne” Objedtions againſt particu- 


lar books of either Teſtament , 


+ will be found likewiſe inconſid-ra- 
2 ble: 'tis true, that many of them have 
| been either doubted of or rejected 
| by ſome men, but thoſe who have 


pertinaciouſly refuſed them, have 
E it rather out of the intcreſt of 


# their paſſions and corrupt affections, 
$ then out of Judgment. Bricfly. 


Feeleſtsftes bath been rejeted by 


+4 ſome. » 


Written by Solem) in bis dotage 
Placiag felicity in ſeaces. 


| But the firſt of theſe can oo way be 
proved 


proved; nay , the contrary appears- 
by the whole tenour of -it well confir. ? 
dercd 5 (itbeing a ſpecimen of the | 
greateſt and moſt vigerous wiſedome io 
of any of the Sons of men ) and the 


concluſiun, Fear God and, &c. for God 
ſhall bring &c. ; 
The Canticles have been taken fora Þ 
Love»ſong compiled in a comple- 3 
ment of Pharaohs daughter ; but it 


rotell her, that her eyes were like F 
fiſh.-pools, and her noſe like the row- i 
er of Lebanon that looketh toward 
Damaſcus, : 
The Prophecy of Danie/ hath been 
charged by Porphyrius, to have been. 
a Hiſtory written after the things # 
were done, Written in the time of An« 3 


under the credfr of the name of. Da- F 


Saviour, it appeats- out of Hiſtory, Þ 
that that Prophecy was ſhewed to; 
Alexanatr | 


The Truth and Partl IL- l 
latter is evidently confuted by the 


had been but a ſlender complement # 


tiochus, and impoſed vpon the world F-t 
7iel: but, beſide the teſtimony of our 
( 
\£ 
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- 4 PartIll, Axthority of Scripture. 
s- 4 Alexander the ertat , in his advance 
- # towards1ernſalem 150- years before 
e |} Antiochw. Ioſeph: 
e | New Teſtament | 
e |. Hebrews was rejectcd by the Latine 
e * Church, becauſe the Authour was un- 
4 4 known and becauſe of ſome paſſages 
| eſpecially ſeeming to favour the No- 
2 Þ vatian herefie : I anſwer. 
- S 1 It is notthename of an author 
it 'Þ which gives credit to his Wiitings , 
t # but that character of his perſo which 
e 4 is drawn from his abilities and inte= 
- i grity. Now theſe were never doubt- 
d Y edofin that Authour, 
$ 2+ Thoſepaſlages are yery well to 
n #* be underſtood otherwiſe, then in fa- 
n Þ} vour of the Novatians. (4. -"g 
ps | 2. It was ever received in the Greek 
4 Church,and recited amongſt the Ca- 
F-nonicaM Books by the Councels of. 


1- 7 Nice, Laodicea, and Carthage. 

ar © 4 1fwe are to believe the Weſtern 
7, & Church had grounds to doubt of the 
oF credit 6f it ,, at ſuch time as it did 


not admit it, we may'as well be. 


166 


u 


. 


.* 


ceive ir. 


The Epiſtles of Saint Fames, 2d of ; 
St. Peter,the ſecond and third of Saint *} 
Tobn, Inde, Revelations , have all of * 
them been doubted of, for ſome ! 
time, by ſome parties, whether or / 

deed written by thoſe ; 
authors, under whoſe names they 1 
are now received : but though they F 


no they were in 


The Truth and Part 111.” | 


lieve that that Church had reaſons + 
which ſatisfied them of the authori- 5 
ty of it, at ſuch time a$they did're- \}. 


: 


were ſome time doubtefl by ſome, ' 


they were alwates received by o- 
thers 3 and thoſe Churches which did * 


refuſe them ſo long as they were | 


unſatisfied, are to be ſuppoſed to | 


have been ſatisfied , when they did 
receive them 3 and fo we ought to 


give as great, if not greatcr credit | 


tothem , then'to ſuch others+as had 


not been queſtioned, inaſmuch as } 


that which hath been dclibera. © 


ted, and Uebated and then de- # 
cided , is to be credited, as well as F 


(© | : Part TH. Amxthori ty of Scripture. 
# that which filently hath paſſed on 


f.u joned, - 

{8 "Add now Ihave with brevity ( as 
4 I ſuppoſe) congruous to ſuch an Ef- 
4 fay, as I intended, made evident the 
T7 laſt aſſertion which I undertook, 
F That to disbelicve either the whole 
# body of Scripture, or any part of it, 


there is no reaſon z or not any ſuffici- 
ent reaſon, 


G16 Atta. 
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